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"ey may be judge. Wich what Fg): and 8 
found it proceeded: throughout upon” Mi- 
ſtakes; I determin'd, b for Reaſons in the 
following Preface; 0. make my -Anſ 
to it publick. Tho I think it by no 
means adviſable to ſet forth the Letter it 
ſelf entire; by rcãſbn Jof ſort very ſhock- 
ing and even Blaſphemous expreſſions in 


N Whercfore Tal] here digeſt the whole | 


* = 


ſubſfance of it into Particulars, keeping 

generally to the very Words: Or at leaſt 

giving whatever of Atgument there is in 

it, its full — Which if he that writ tz 
n 


, firids I/have:not, He, knows. how to do 
himſelf right. 


He begins with, lerting me know,” that 


ho writes it on account of ſomething" he had 
Heard me ſaying, and ſo proceeds to Object. 
„I. "That ,-' whereas. the Clergy" are very 
i copious in ſetting forth the Mercy of God, 
in healing Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ;. they 
2 not ſo much a pretend, there was any 
n for, his. permitting the Diſeaſe , 
letting looſe-the Devil, ſuch-a ſubtil 5 
25 1 #0". deluge, the: Haman, und thereby 
"Tub Jefring he . of Mankind, to that tri- 
Ning Sex, giddy and wathinking, eden as it 
came out of the and of its Creator. 


II. That 
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* _Y That 1 ch here gte to have 
Been an invintible Reaſon } 07-13 Yuffers: my 
ls „ bote effec? which brought 
2 Ruin, not tb be repaired" bur at: fo 
preat Expente. And more eſporially, ſince 
from that ſo monſtrou fly Tragical Event, 
ſit allowed that hte Miſchief has fol- 
obe; even the'temedileſs Damnation df 
hundreds of Millions-in'the Heathen World, . 
before the Remedy tool Effetty und chence- 

orward, as to alli not Baptized") it 
1 That, the ſpeaking of the Incarna- 
ion, and Suffermgs*of Chriſt; ag a Plank 
i thrown out, or the beſt that could be done 
upon ſuch an uni ver ſal wreath, ſeems Diſ- 
bonourabis to God; becauſe it looks as if 
f theD evil had crept in unatares to do us 
E 725 and ſo: put. God under a neceſſity, 
in tenderneſs to ranking, ro Sacrifice his 
g only begotten Con for their Releif Where- 
1 as it's certain his Omniſtience could have 
fore-ſeen, and Omnipotence ſteer d all E- 
vents, ſo as to have prevented the Plunge 
here ſuppoſed. And tho he did not deſtroy 
y | the Devil immediately upon his Rebellion; 
et 3 he has aluays kept a ſtrict 
[2 
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IVV. 7. hat he, and many Thouſants more, 
#hink it would hone op op injmitely better, 
Janes all the Mischief mentioned would have 
been prevented, 1 7 been created 
85 ſuch: Nee, ts as. to be cb of 

In che Cloſe, he Aefires me to conſider 
him a8 4 good Chriſtian, except that he 
"Cannot reudily get over theſe Matters. And 
ſeems to ſpeak doubtingly whether dia * 
che Clergy can help him at. LG IE 
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s ta any Words TY mine 
vbich this ICE. 
bere pretends to Kew bold 
of, T can neniber 
en general, that . e 
IT ea Canes on" 4 Perſons of bis 
Cm lexton, which has ſometimes bap- 
in Places of Publick Reſort, I 
24. been ready, as occaſion. offered. to 
Aſſert our moſt Holy Faith. Which. 
1 therefore being thus B Blaſphemouſly i in 4 
ed, I bave addreſſed my ſelf ( 
* gard to what he paints at) to open na 
"digeſt in a way that _ poſſibly be of 


rvice, 


w The PREFACE. 
Service, in relicving ſoine under the ſame 


Deluſion. Aud the rat ber 75 Since, 


as it appears evidently in this Letter; 

| fo there ſeems, I think, good Reaſon 
= | to Believe in general, that theſe ſo 
3 fatal Prejudices ariſe from the not 
ducly Weighing, or perhaps, Igno- 
rance of Thoſe / Particulars, which; 
have Here endeavoured. to place mſuch u | 
Point of, view, as I hope may readily au-. 
prove if elf to the Reaſon of Mankind. || © 
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Bus be it otberwuiſe; T however con- ; 
ſider it ys a Felicity, thut the Subject to, } 7 
_ which theſe Ob jections have determin'd. | 4 
me, is what the Learned and Fudicious „ 

Reader, M really a Chriſtian (as every | 1 
ſuch: unipidbredly is) Vit aud I had | 7 
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The PREFACE. - 'y 
mation T bave bere Written: That ſince 
his Declaration, in the cloſe of his Let. 
ter ( notwithſtanding ſome Obnoxious 
Expreſſions in it) directs me in Charity 
180 conclude him in the Catholick Faith; 
1 ( excepl as to what he objects to) anti 
* particularly with regard to the Perſon of 
3 ' Chriſt, and the Neceſſity und Merit 
5 „% his Satisfaction; I ſhall accordingly. 
"IT break ground, in order to take in thoſe 
"; 4 Difficulties for bim, he is yet to Conquer. 
ud I perſwade my ſelf, if be bas but 
Patience and Application, as no doubt 
be has Capacity, to conſider the Divine 
Diſpenſation, with reſpecl to the full of 
4 Adam, it will appear, in what 15 here 
open d, to have been the reſult, as well 
„ of infinite Wiſdom, as Goodneſs, and 
d every way Worthy of God: | There le. 
5 1 ng, I conceive, evident, and \abundayily 
3 ſufficient Reaſons why be migbt pleuſe 
„to have, from Etermty, Decreed: to 
5 permit it, as Determined alſo to exe- 
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cute a Scheme in conſequence of it Jig 


for the Advancement of has. Honour, n 
hs Preſeryation of Mankind, and great 


 uncreaſe of their Happinels, « and euch pro- 
-bably, that alſo, of 3be Superiaur Rational 


Creation. bich if made appear, i all 
be — e will fall to 75 As 
therefore. I Feat. Babes of 0 letting 
him right; 7 ht bere add, tbgt ſhould 


it prove my Happineſs to * Inſtrumen- 


dal in it; 07,45 to any other, though but 


a Single Perſon, in the ſame Errour; 
it would make me eaſy under whatever 


HI Treatment I might paſſibly meet with. 
from Irreclaimable Scepticks. a 


A could not, in that Cale, forbear conſi- 
\ dering it as ſuch, and cven LB 


pre he 1 it Being 1 evideniiy my eſign f 


40 what. little good I can thut in- 


— ay. For which Reafon, it is in 
Ae fender and. inoffenſive a a Way as may 
1 | (be, that 1 Baue Here A g in the 


f of 1 hoſe, who 1 
9905 S | 


he #0. fa 250 te 


a 6 . 
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ble Clergy of the Church of Rome; 
any Meaſures can well be obſerved, (not 


we have not ſo learned Chriſt, but) 
as Zealouſly profeſſing to believe, and 


Secular Ends. Which I take to be a 
more ſtinging Affront to our moſt Holy 
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in any reſpect "pe the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity: Except, I confeſs, as to 
with regard to whom, I doubt, ſcarce 


becauſe they obſerve none with us, for 


embrace all the great Articles of the 
Faith; and yet proſtituting the whole to 


Religion, than all that ever Jew. or 
Heathen amongſt the Ancients, or De- 
iſt in any ſucceeding Age hitherto, has 
objected to Diſhonour it. 
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eH ARE An 

Of che Intereſts of Mankind, 2s affected b 


what immediately follow'd upon the Sin of 
Adam. 


All that this Objector is ſtagger d at, may be 
very well accounted for. The Fall of Adam 
much for the Advantage of Mankind, con- 
ſadering the Circumſtances they were in. By 

-ohat followed upon it, they were made far 
more ſecure from being miſerable than if he had 

not ſinned : If. he had not fallen, and Chrifs 

been thereupon immediately promiſed, every Sin 
committed by any of his Poſterity, would have 
been inexorably puniſhed, In conſequence 2 ef 
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Lord's s Stipulation immediately upon the Fall, 
and the Fathers accepting it, and making that 


Promiſe purſuant to it, Gen. i itt. 15. His Ju- 


ice had no Claim upon any Sinners within the 


'.| Terms of that Acteprance That promiſe took 
y 14 vet from the Date 53 it, ſbe un with: regard 
10 Cain; and as to the holy King "move the 


© Patriarch and cheſts People, age 1 


e e snes 


C HA I. 
That the Fall of Adam did not include the 


Heathen under F 8 4 foly Damna- 


Kon. , 
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Hen, notwirh auding Si. peter s Ae 


As iv. 12. Mat actual Faith in Chrift, even 


with regard to Perſons capable of it, is not, in 
all Caſes, a neceſſary Qualification for the ap- 


plying his Merits, 1t does not appear that, 
e Patriarchs, o/ even the cho ofen People, 


were -appriz'd of tbe  Meffiah's zen 70 
die for Sinners; or of the true unf 0 
God's Declarations of Mercy and Pardon. by the 
es God will judge Men by the Means 
hej have had of knowing their Duty; And by 


thein Wills. The Blood of Chriſt virtually 


Met in Paradiſe itſelf: An Attempt to illu- 
ate the Truth of St. "Peter's Declaration, 

Acts * 34, 35. with reference to the Hleathen. 
Fyom the Ideas imprinted on their Nuture, as 
* direEting them to Repentance and Amendment : 
Fyom my Teceiv'd, "ne. N natural No- 
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tons bar gave Birth to their erpiatory Sabri- 
Ffces; and to their betaking themſelves to De- 


mons, and other mediating Powers as Intercefſors. 
Aud, Laſtly, From the reſtleſs Defire of Hap- 
bine ſi implanted univerſally in Mankind, P. ia. 
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ple as built on thoſe Ideas. They ſhewn too fean- 


ect had been if not ſupplied. 

his, how done to infinite Advantage by the 
coming of Chriſt. That the moſt advantagious 
way of gaining a Knowledge of God is by his 


Works, and that * which te coat we ſhould 
n Os Ta P. 26, 
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CHAP. 3 
E Man 8 being created capable of Sin. 


2 * Hinhass a Subjeftion of the Wil, 3 


more conſider d by God, than that | intellefual 


_ Worſhip which recognizes, in general, the Ex- 


cellencies and per fections of his Nature. Shewn 


- moſt for his Honour, and moſt acceptable ta 
. bim, to be ovey'd by the rational Creation, act- 
ing of free choice : Without that Freedom "there 
could be no. Obedience, properly ſpeaking. The 
Glory of the divine Wiſdom woſt diſplaid in 
governing free Agents. The Ae of God 


render d more conſpicuous, in annexing. his Ro- 


wards to Duties enjoyn d, and ſuch chiefly as 


cauſe moſt Self- -denial, "From conf 
Nature and State of Man, it is be 


the doing for him (as expreſſed) by. Jeſus Chriſt, : 


was an Aft moſt worthy, as well the N i/aem, 
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ledge of. God productive of 

appineſs, as dend above © Or even of a 
Worſhip worthy. of God, and which. they were 
Nature OE or. W hat the fatal Con- 
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1 Ferings of Chriſt particularly de ſcribed. In 
which alſo, it is ſhewn at large, that the inex- 

*orable Severity of God's Juſtice, as alſo bis 
Coodneſi, Mercy and Love, bis. Purity and 

Holineſs were manife fied in ;he moſt. a aſtoniſbing 

manner. The extremity of thoſe Sufferings very 
* wnjuſtly cenſured by In dels, From what bas 

| 3 been ſaid as to this, three particulars. account- 
ed for, obſervable in the Goſpel Oeconomy. 
. Firſt, The great ſftriftneſ5 comparitvely of its 
5 Precepts : 3 ms what Reaſon grounded. 2 dly. 

| The great Weight laid on the Duty of Faith. 
The import of it as here open d. Its Excel- 
Jence compar d with Abraham's. My the moſs. 
exalted Worſhip, and moſt honourable to God of 
any we can pay him. 3 dly. That whereas 
the Jews, by a Succeſſion 2 Prophets, by the 
Urim, and Miracles, were, in effef, under a. 
perpetual Theocraſy ;, God ſeems nom to have 

ft 8 _ feal'd up Revelation, notwithſtanding the Faith 
- ½ bas been, for ſeveral Ages qnoft deplorably corrupted 

in a great part of the „»„— World. P. = 
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of the farther Mani feſtations of the divine At- 


tributes, and other incident Advantages, 
conſequent upon our WE 8, * Of= 


"Fee. 


_ The Purity and. Holineſs 1 God "= BY in Ys 


ting no Addreſſes of Sinners, but by ſo great and 


authoritative a Mediator. His tremendous 

Majeſty fhewn in not admitting ſuch as are 
within the Terms of Acceptance, but by the ſame 
Means. The Influence theſe Particulars ought 
0 have. Another Advantage arifing from that 
| Office, as aſcertaining the 755 rims. of Acceptance. 
A yet further Advantage by it, in that it is 


nom obviouſly intelligible, how Juſtice and 


Mercy freely exert themſelves in the divine Na- 
ture. Where, of the deplorable State of Luft 
dels under the Means of Conviction. es = 67: 
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CHAP. Vit. 


of the this ppinels of the holy ual as as | 
fed in In wonderf ul be e gd 


above. 


— 


NV. hy = ds. that * . of gaining a 

| Knowledge of God, are by his Works. Why ſuch 

ur Manifeſtations. of his Goodneſs, Mercy and 
= - | . could not have been made among them, 
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as have been made to Mankind. N, hy ſaid to 
have ſhouted for Joy, when God laid the Foun 
dations of the Earth.” Of the Creation as gra- 
Aually perform d in fix Days on their account. 
7 he effet of the myſterious. Monders of 
the  Goſpel-Diſpenſation opened to them. The 
- inf Wiſdom as well as Goodneſs of God 
 ſhewn, in our Lord's taking on him our Na- 

ture, not that of Angels. P. 75. 
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CHAP. VII. 


of is bleſſed Effect of the Manife Hations men- 
tion d, for advancing the Happine/5 of Man- 
kind: And, as a farther Reaſon, why God 


might have SES. to 3 che Fa of 
Auan. : 


* ; 
Shown at large, bow it 5s advanced by. the per- 
ceptjon of the divine Attributes, manifeſted as 
"above, and that as to this preſent Life. And 
as @ preparatory Qualification for the higheſt 
Happineſs of that to come. Theſe Mani a- 
tions made by the coming of Chriſt, conſequent 
upon the Fall of Adam, another very ſufficient 
Reaſon why.God might have pleas'd to permit 
it. With regard to his own Glory and pg 
| Happineſs of the rational Creation; but of 
Mankind more. eſpecially. .  Shewn in _particas 
Jar, that the Manifeſtations mention d, could 
not have been made to ſo great advantage 
Wy other W W N 79. 
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CHAP. IX. 


of the Iuteteſts of Mankind in certain other 
| —_ as e hi the Sin of 9 


Conf lewd, Ads Mary 5 may 4 thought in am | 
Reſpee, Loſers by it, Grace much over-bal- 


lances the Corruption ſuppoſed to be derived 
from it: Where the Reaſon is open'd of the in- 
finit Merit of Chriſt's Sufferings. Of God's 
curſing the Ground . on that account: The 
advantageous Conſequence of it, conſider- 
ing the State of Mankind. Another Ad- 
vantage of the State under the Fall, with re- 
gard to the cultivating Mens Faculties ; 


and better Accommodation of the World. | 


A farther Advantage of it, as to the Exerciſe 
and Improvement of ſocial Virtues. The Mor- 
tality they, by that Means, became ſubject to, 
conſider d as a great Advantage in the preſent 
Wor of the World. | F. 84. 
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CHAP. "3 


Of the. great- F orce of our Saviour's Example, 
for redkifying the Moral Errors, reforming 
the Vices, and thereby advancing the * 
pineſs of Mankind. 


af tbe Advantage of B r en 
The _ ritings of Philoſophers, why of little or 
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10 E fer for the Reformation f . Mankind. 

8 at's — s Deſcripticn of a Perſon d e for 1 
. that great Work, reſembling the Char " 
. Circumſtances of our bleſſed Lor. The great 
Advantage of. whiſe 2 æample is ſhewn, with 
regard, 1ſt. To his Humility. zdly. His Con- 
tempt of the World. 3dly. His Patience and 
- Meekneſs. His Example farther enforced. by 
the amazing Power which ſeconded: bis Mini- 
ry. And from the tranſcendent: Excellence. of 
bis Doctrine, and the Character under - which 
be appear d in it. A Summary of his Vir- 
tues. Why his Example ſeems the moſt effec- 
tual Means for reforming the World. P. 102. 


/ 


} 25090009/50990902/90S95008 
n 


CONCLUSION. 
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7 he infinite Wi om 1 Grodreſs if this ay 
ul e confider'd. iſt. With regard f 
to God. In his executing ſuch an amazi 
Scheme, 10 impreſs an awful Senſe of the Glo- 
ries of his Nature upon the rational Creation. 
Adly. With regard to Mantind; in skreening 
them from his Fuſtice, and ſo indulging them 
the Liberty of Repentance and Amendment. 
And guarding that Indulgence with dreadful 
Severity. The Happineſs of Mankind, the 


chief 


The CONTENTS. 
chief End paiuted ar in this great Nunſbtki- 
on. The Devotions. of the rational ' Creation 
adi nothing. 1d Gad, yet: uh e before 
bim. I here, of the Recon of hit ing. he 
Angelis as Miniſters of hir Providence. The 
- Schente ſpecified. aboue, confdid as every way 
wWorthy of God. And a 6.0 "advantageous to 
«\ Mankind. "The ill Return. made for ſo gr 
-* Goodneſs," confider d, wirh regard. . — 
\> Corruptions androduced by e Curen of Rome. 
dy. De Hereſy 6 3dly. Nhe 
-\ Infdelity & Doſes. kan Be 8 Ws 122. 
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im || ſow upon the Sin of Adam. 


T* S certain, as to the firs and 
chief Exception before us in 
this Letter, though it were 


5 not poſſible for Man to point 
4 a F out any Reaſon of God's permitting that 
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Norwrrreraxpme I am 

that it would be but to little Purpoſe to 
open the Matters it treats of, in ſuch a 
manner, or, ſpecify thoſe Reaſons, which 


have hitherto ſatisfied all modeſt Enquirers, | 


who ate content to allow ſome Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence to be above their 
reach, and eſteem it an high Preſumption, 
to call their 01 to a 2 1 of 
his Acfions. | OAT 6 | 9298s A OR a 


- I fay therefore, that allowing what is 
ax certain, (and as the writer of this | 
Letter ſeems. to. intimate) that to the Di- 
vine Ompiſcience all Events were Preſem 
from Eternity; there is infinite" Reaſon, J - 
why every thing, which he boggles, and is | be 
ſo much ſtaggered at, ſhould have come 
to pals juſt as it did. Nay: that every T 
Link of that intricate many bain, bas Y 
upon it the Wem en 0 
_ | 


Sa mom» =» oe a 


CE 


(7 TY Arſe MW } 


8. * qa 4 Mr 
b 9% 151 h bu 1131 0 


AN p Firſt.—As to this id Man, 
which he laments. as fo fatally miſchie- 
vous in its conſequences; 35 be will ſee 
no great Reaſon to repine at it; if it be 


4 | made appear, that it was the 52 ppieſt E- 


vent, and moſt for the Advantage of Man- 
kind, conſidering the Cirtumſtancer they 
were in, that could poſſibly have come to 
paſs; i in that, by what followed upon it, 
| they. were | thence forward placed in a 
State far more ſecure from being remedileſs 
| miſerable: And made capable of attaining 


far greater Happineſs than they would have 
been, had our firſt Parents continued Imo- 


e 5 firſt, * | They v were 115 TY follow- | 
Aa upon it, put into à Stute far more ſe- 
cure from being remedileſſy miſerable. Be- 
cauſe, whereas the divine Juſtice took ſuch 
faſt hold of the very firſt Sin of Adam, 
that the Paton threatned followed 
irreverſibly upon it; the Caſe would have 
been the ſame with every Individual of his 


| Poſterity, upon the firſt wiltul Dane 1 
B 2 


\ 


4 Ps 2 criptures could be ground ſufficient ; for : aſſerting ; it. 
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4 MADiſertatioms Cn. 1. 
of any kind, tho he himſelf had continued F . 


Innocent. (a) ; 2155 8's . CIs 3 | . 7 
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() T am not in any doubt as to this Aſſertion, on tl 
Account of St. Auſtin s (and his Followers), Do&#rin,, = T 
which 1 do not find to have been ever thought of . 
before his time in the Primitive, or received afterwards ſti 
in the Greek Church. For the ſetting up Adam as the 
repreſentative Head of Mankind, and ſuppoſing God to 
have made a Covenant with him as ſuch; and decreed, 
that their Fate, as to eternal Happineſs or Miſery, 
mould turn upon his Behaviour; and that conſequent- 
ly they are all loſt and damn'd by the preſum'd im- 
putation of his Sin, ſuch only excepted Who are ſaved 
by an abſolute Decree of Election: This, I ſay is a Matter 
of ſuch infinite Conſequence, that certainly nothing 
leſs than a very poſitive and expreſs Declaration in 
And that one would think in che Hiſtory of theCrea- 
tion it ſelf, and ſeveral other Places; the whole Oeco- 
nomy of Religion in both /T:famenrs, as to God's fede- 
ral Dealings with Mankind, being ſo nearly affected 
by it. Wherefore it ſeems much too violent a Strain, 
to draw ſuch an important Point of Docrin, and which 
grates ſo evidently upon the Juſtice and Gooaneſs, and 
even Truth of God, as a remote and obſcure Conſequence 
from St. Ppul's Argument. Rom v. which is the chief, 
if not only Scripture J find alleged ro ſupport: it: For 
ſuppoſing it neceſſary, that the Oppoſition in his Rea. {| 
ſoning there, between Adam and Chriſt, ſhould be 
underſtood as running on entire and parallel through- 


x : 


out, which need not be granted: Yet it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that whereas its ſaid; v. 19. that /as y the 
.Diſobeaience, of one many were made | Sinners ; * the 
Obedience pf one, ſhall many be made rigbtebus: The Apo- 
ſtle plainly argues from a barely ' ſaþpds'd Notion of- our; 
being made Sinners through Adam, to prove our being 
uſtiſied by Chriſt, which would ſeem as it were, a. Peti- 


N 


tie Principii as to us, Who have no, revelation of any 
ſuch Mater, Tho' juſt. Reaſoning,” with regard to 
the Jemiſb Converts, to whom he writes, who muſt 1 
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80 that conſidering the Frame of human 


Nawvre, the Subtilty of Satan, the State of 


| the World, with the numberleſs enſnaring 
'* Temptations. it is crowded with, and the 
ſtinging, and almoſt irreſiſtible Curioſity of- 


„„ % Foot 13 3 EO 
had ſome ſuch received Opinion among them, which 
he there appeals to. In like manner as, we ſee ſome... 
times in other Places; particularly to the Hebrews, he 
forms his Schemes of Argument, referring himſelf to 
their received Opinions, and the Rites and Ceremo. 
nies of their Law. So that, upon the whole, it ſeems 
far from evident, that the Apoſtle deſigned to impoſe - 
this terrible Doctrine upon our Belief as true: But on- 
ly to ſet forth to them, and illuſtrate by it, in a way 
of Oppoſition, that great and concerning Truth, our be- 


9 ing juſtified and reconciled to God by Feſus Chriſt, © We moſt 
3x heartily therefore cloſe with and embrace the Concluſi - 


on, he infers;and leave it to be conſidered upon what 


Cabbaliftical Notion or Traditiaal Doctrine of theirs, 
the Premiſſes are founded. But were not this ſo; yet 


| it is to be farther conſidered, ' that the Words in that 
EX 19th Verſe above cited, do not neceſſarily import the 


becoming or being made really Sinners, but, agreeably to 
the Phraſe of Scripture, may no leſs properly ſignify 
the being only uſed" or treated as ſuch; As appears evi- 
dently, to omit other Inſtances, from 1 Kings i. 21. 
(the. Heb. and Sept. conſulted) where Bathſbeba ſays, ſhe 
and her Son Soſomon ſhould be Offenders, not really ſo, (as 
he could” have no ground to ſay) but ſuffer as if they 
were, ſhould Aden jah reign: And agreeably to this Senſe, 
and way of Expreſſion, Adam's Poſterity may by the Apo- 
ſtle be deſeryedly ſaid ro be made Sinners by bu Guilt, as 
very remarkably Sharers in the n uence Of it; and 
nder the Condemnation mentioned in the adjoining: 
erſes: Which refers to that temporal Death (with the 
Fears and Pains attending it) they become ſubject 
0 by that firſt Trenſgreſu uu. 


1 
* 0 . * , "ah. 
* , 1 „* 4 Ke. ; 9 . 
:4 — ” 5 Fe b L 
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6 2 — CI. 
eiltug Gherperienced“ forbidden pleaſdres: 
Confidering alſo that that our Repreſentative, 
tho' he had Life and Death before his Eyes, 
and well knew how vaſt a Stake he ſet, what 
infinite Danger he was in, bow eaſt ily he 
might eſcape i it, and preſerve himſelf in In- 
nocence and Happineſs : Yet became guil- 
ty of what nothing but Wantonneſs, and a 
very criminal Curioſity; not to fay, perverſe 
Neglect, or even Defiance of the Divine 
Authority, could have betrayed him into, 


and which was almoſt the only Evil, that 4 | 10 
in his C ircumſtances he could have been 1 8 
| guilty of: Nay farther, being endowed FT. 


with ſuch, bright, and vigorous Faculties, 


he could not but be clearly ſenſible, that os 
however the Matter of the Law might not d 


be very important, yet the Authority of God | 


added the greateſt weight to it. And that -../ 


that was as much contemn d, his Goodneſt 
ſlighted, his Puth and Faithfulneſs queſtion d. 


ard his Majeſty affronted in it, as it woald fea 


in a Point of the higheſt moment: Theſe Y 
Things, I ſay, conſidered, there ſeems i in- 
finite Reaſon to fear, that very few, if any * 
of his numerous Deſcendents, of the ſame 
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3 Gu, I. e e | 7 
Z Temper. and Complexion. e to 
Evil, by the great Increaſe of the Inhabi- 
: tants of the. Earth, almoſt infinitely multi- 
t plying upon them) would have Preſerved 
% ſuch an entire ſpotleſs Innocence, as not 
1 ſome time or other to have fallen into 
Sin; the Conſequence of which, muſt have 

14 ; been irretreivable Miſery ; ſuppoſing them 
e to have gone on in their ſucceſſive Genera- 
ne tions, and continued in the ſame Circum- 
„ ſlances with regard to God, in which A- 
„dam ſtood at the time of his Sin, without 
A having any thing co venanted in their behalf, 
which might alter the Courſe of his proceed- 
ing with Sinners. Becauſe the ſame Rea- 
? 4 ſon which concluded him under an unpar- 
7 donable Guilt, muſt, in that Caſe, have no 

lets concluded them. 

— Fox ſince God acts Pet Ole to his 
* Nature, from which its impoſſible for him 
to vary in any reſpect, infinite Juſtice as 
an el ential Attribute « of it, cannot be Tub- 
ject, as in the Hands of earthly Sovereig gns, 
to take Place, or be. ſuperſeded 1 in an Ar- 
Y birrary way : But © exerts it lelf nece(jarily, 


if any 
and with inflexible Steadineſs roporti- 
| ſame 5 1 I „in Pro _ 


Tem. 


8 
"7 a. 
—_ 
ws 3 


= A Diff Cn. I. 
on to the Demerit of the Offender; with- 
out regard to any other Conſiderations, 
but what reſult from that eſſential Purity 
and Reffitude, which riſeth naturally a- 
gainſt Evil, with implacable Hatred ; in 
concurrence alſo with his infinite Wiſdom, 


as univerſal Sovereign, which dictates with- | 
out reſerve the Puniſhment of Sin. And 
this it does, Notwithſtanding any ſuppo- 8 
ſed intervention of Repentance, which 
therefore is ſaid by (4) St. Peter, to be gi- | 


ven by Feſus Chriſt, not as to the Act, 
which ſeems natural enough to a Sinner, 


under the Anguiſh of Puniſhment; but as to 


the bleſſed Effect of it, the Remiſſion of Sin. | * 


For tho' to repent, is the beſt thing a 
Criminal can do, yet it, of it ſelf, changes 
not the Nature of the Sin, ſo as to render 
it leſs evil, or leſs liable to Juſtice, if not 1 


otherwiſe appeaſed. 


Ur o this Foot it is, that the Rebel- . 
Angels chained down by the Divine Juſtice, 
ſtand irreverfibly degraded and condemned. „ 


alſo the Sin St. our firſt ee as + n | 


© Acts v. 21. 
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now obſerved, was inexorably purſued 
h with the threatened Death, notwithſtand- 
55 ing no doubt, they very heartily repented, as 
7 | ſoon as aſtoniſhed at that Melancholy. de- 
* jecting Change. which 1 conceive happen'd 

| Fo their Bodies immediately upon the 
mM, Commiſſion of it, their Perception of which 
oo 1 is 7 1 din the MS 5 a Faul of Naked- 
po- 
ich | 0 
i- Gop a upon Pri of lofanite 
Act, | All-comprehending Reaſon and Wiſdom; 
ner, without any the leaſt Intervention or Tin- 
is to cture of Paſſion. And therefore it's the 


SE $4.44 


| ſelves. 


Sin. | ' Ihigbeſt, and indeed a blaſphemous Abſurdi- 
ng. a Ity to ſuppoſe it poſſible, that there ſhould 
nges be any claſhing Inconſiſtence, or Contra- 


nder 


iety among his Attributes, (as is viſible in 
not 


ankind, whoſe Paſſions thwart and make 

War upon one another) and the rather 
ebel- pe xcauſe an entire Harmony in the Divine 
tice, | ature is eſſential to the Idea of in- 


med ; Winite Perfection: But ſuch there could not 
| juſt | 8 ſhould Og 8 when Juſtice 1 pe-. 
now | 


Em I: in Anſwer, &c. 9 
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10 24 Diſſe#tati jon 1 
1 * inſiſts and makes Demand of 
To” 4582 

5 ND therefore ak d bd Ha 
au being preſerved, the firſt Act of 
God's Mercy, as far we can conceive, muſt 3 
have been the entering on a Method of 
making full Satisfaction to his Juſtice; in be- 
halt of Mankind; by an infinitely expiatory 


Sacrifice, ſubſtituted and offered to it. bi 
. 3 3 fr 
'Fok our Bleſſed Lord having, upon _- m 


Fall of Man, voluntarily ſtipulated, and en- th 
gaged bimſelf to take human Nature up- Im 
on him, in the Fulneſi of Time, and to ſuf- b! 
fer Death in it for their Redemption; and co 
the Father accepting that Stipulation, under in. 
certain Terms and Conditions ſpecified; the ris 
divine Juſtice, as a Creditor, upon ſufficient Y © 
Security given, made no farther Claim up- vie 
on any Sinners within the Conditions of that 3 fla 
Aeceptance. So that room was left for the N 
Father, without Check from that inflexible | Ef 
Arrrihure, toproceed thence forwardupon that ¶ its 
Engugemem, as a certain Fund of Mercy wh 
and Pardam; Whence | iflued that gra- 
cious * Gen. iii. 155 opening a 0 

- Fo | 


p. | Fi: 1. in PR wer; &c 14 


f Fountain for all ſubſequent. Pollution (as will 


© hereafter farther appear) I ſay ſubſequent ; 
for tho, as (a) St. Peter tells us, Chriſt was 


47 S 


2 for Apes f d, or the glorious Scheme. .of 

XZ Man's Redemption form'd, before the Fbun- 

dation of the World ; even by an eternal 

Decree of the holy Trinity : Yet it purg d 

not the 12 fin of Adam, ſo as to render 

his Repentance accepted, and reſcue him 
from the Puniſhment annex'd to the Com- 

miſſion of it : It being from the Date of 

that Promiſe only, that its Effect com- 
1 menc'd, and our Intereſt it in that ineſtima- 

ak- ble Benefit. So that the fiſt Tranſgreſſion 

d could not, as before, be fatal to any; nor 9 
1der indeed any thing leſs than a reſolved i iticor- _ 
the rigible Impenitence. e 0 4 
ient “ And it is for this Reaſon, that our TY = 
up- viour is faid Rev. xiii. S. To be the Lamb 24 
that ¶ lain from the Foundation of the” World. 'J 
r the i Namely, with regard to the Influence, and 9 
xible Effect, of that his Sacrifice, as having had 

1that its Force, and Virtue, from that Tis ; 


Mercy | which Were. it neceſſary, might be unit 


* 4 *$ +4 


ng 2 I 0 1 Bp. ls 20. 5 \ . f 1 { + 14.1 - 1 ; 3g 
3 1 1 


—— ws; TI : - — | — — 
* — — — 1 1 N by 1 " * — 
* —_ «— * — — — K 5 — 
>—E x" Ong * YR 2 = * 89222 2 — > API a ? 
wa A —_— — o r — ꝛ 5 — N 2 — _—_ = N 
I==X 8 _ T5, - » 8 ATE . — —̃ —-— 
N x 8 Y 2 3 * — 8 _ 52 8 
— =_ —_— b . * — 27 — — . = 
= - — — ' — _ = — TRE — a 0/61 — — _ : l 
G K IEC * — 2 * — a F 2 = 
= wy = _— ® — 4 , 
* l N — key, = \ . — — nb + AY 8 
© 8 : = A ov — . * =c" = \ en af, "IT - 2 — ns Un * 5 NS 4 > SED. a LT D — — — — K 
A > : £ \ — — 6 IC 1 N by —_ - 9 A -—j . 
* PEE, * n I "= - — to. . 1 —— Yo Ro 3 2 * PI G _ -. — F. © «AY 
F — —— ———ů = . 2 4 _ — ——— — — — * 9 — Fo : 2 
— _— _ a 2 < DN” 1 1 Wy _ - — — — — bing . - — — 2 FE” 7 
—— — mow = 4 « SN - > a — Sith. ö . — * mY * — > * _ — 
* - —— — — ” , r 2 5 5 . * : - - ” 
4 8 PC a... - = — " — " 3 £ 4 — p n IS 4 G 
= \ * 8 o : 1 T7 - * 1 = . * _ K 
2 — * * 1 pi : N 6 * 2 V mon , — 4 
7 — > . * 8 1 : : » - b 
| F „ : \ . . * 
— — - : e 4 4 3 
. "38 < 3 5 L . ” : * : Wo 
2 3 . ry & ' 
; * 5 * 
& 5 * 1 1 
- A 
* 3 
1 1 
F 1 : . 
2 . y 


— — Mg 
W — vs. 2 
« "IIS; 2 
k bn . 2 


— — 
n 


= N 1 Ro 
> af Sw. = — — 
— —_— 
124 — 7 a” — 
2 ml — YR TAL = 
p "TS 5 = d 2 
Y : —"_ 8 — Of, 
3 O_— 
. IR LID =o = 
2 — — — - 


2 8 7 


Covenant confirmed before by God to Abra- 


his Time, which could be no other than 


12 Þ Diſertatim © Cn. I. 
ed from Afr xv. 11 where St. Peter af- 


firms, that their Fathers (viz. the Pa- 


triarchs, and holy Men, under the Law) were 
ſaved by the Grace of Chriſt ; and alſo from 
St. Paul's ſpeaking, Gal. . iii. 15. of the 


ham in Chriſt; where the import of the 


Word TEepkenupaptum points plainly at ſome 
Covenant-Af, to the ſame Effect before 


that Specified above. 


And to make the retroſpect ee 
and Virtue of that Sacrifice yet more evi- 


dent, we have the Teſtimony of the — | 4 > 
to the Hebrews Ix, 15. That by means. Þ;, 
of Chriſt's Death, there was Redemption for 
the Tranſgreſſins . that were under the firſt | 


Teſtament ; ſo that it is evident from 


whence iſſued all thole Acts of Mercy and Xi 
Pardon, and the conſequent Praiſes, and 
Celebrations of the Divine Gooaneſs, to | 
be found in the Law. and- Prophets. And 
if it had this Vi irtue all along under the | 
Law, no doubt, by a Parity of Reaſon al- | 


fo under the Patriarchs, even up to the 
Commencement of the Covenant it ſelf. 


Te Axl 


3 Ca. eG. in — &c. = | 
- Anv that none might doubt of it, we 
Land a very early and ſignal Inſtance in 


e Quin, the firſt Born of Human Race; whoſe 
n Kin was undoubtedly, in its own Nature, 
e 4 far greater, and more hainous, than that of 
Adam; and the Judgment paſt upon him 
ne as, that he ſhou'd he a Fugitive and Va- 
ne Nabond in the Earth. And it was very pro- 
70 ably added (as we may judge by Cain's 
an Anſwer) That it ſhou'd be in any one's 
Ppower to revenge that Murther upon Him. 
ce, Put upon his Confe on and Penitent Senſe 
at 1 df the greatneſs of his Sin; acknowledging 
Vi Mas it ſhou'd be render'd) that hir Guilt or 
hor | Fault, was greater than what might be par- 
ans oh boned. God not only ſet a Mark to ſecure 
4 Sim from Violence; but the other Part of 
frſe he Semence was, in all Appearance, alſo re- 
rom ers d; for he ſettled himſelf, built a 


and * It, and enjoyed the Power, and Dignity 
and pf a Patriarch there, being the Father of 
„ to Whoſe, who are ſaid by Moſes, to be the 


And Pons and Daughters of Men; in LOTT 
r the | inction t to the Eine of ow 
* = : : U PON 


eil. 
We 
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Ur ox the whole, as to this Particular, e 
no more need be ſaid to evince, that the 9 
Obedience of the Patriarch, and Holy Men be. 
among the choſen People, was accepted and 
their Sins pardoned by $ the Virtue and Me- . 
rit of Chriſt's Death. th 


eee A 
08 u Af. II. 


That the fall of Adam did not in. * 15 
clude the Heathen under a N. 
cſſe 2 of - Danmation. 


E have, conſider d the Conſequence i is 
VV of what came to paſs upon that firſt 5 
n with regard to the atriarche 
and choſen People. 

Ax D as to the State of * Has 
then, it's not to be given up for hopeleſs, 25 
as tho the Fall of Adam included them uni- Hane 
verſally under a Neceſſity of Dammation, as art. 
this Letter groumdleſly aſſerts. Since thoſeſſind 
vho lived up to the beſt Direction of natu- oO 
ral Light, however clouded and obſcur d. 
we need not doubt were © Sracioully Accept 


ty 


1 


1 


(4) 


4 tits Nas 
8 [4 : 1 7 


— 


wy Sia a they why were faithful in 
their Little, how little ſoe ver, if the whole 
0 Arte had receiv % were made 190 over 
nd mc b. 
— 3 For tho we 7 RP SETS (% S. Peter; 
Pehat there is none other Name under Heaven, 
Ei ven among Men whereby wwe muſt be ſaved, 
4* Put only the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
nd that there is not Salvation in any other, 
9 et it does not follow, that actual Faith in 
5 2 9 im is in all Caſes, even with Regard to 
rhoſe that are capable, a neceſſary Qualifi- 
N. ration, for the applying the Merit of it: 
Vince we ſee the Apoſiles themſelves knew 
—_— Pothing of his Dying for Sinners till after 
ence | his Reſurrection: Nor does it appear, that 
t firſt il he Patriarchs and their Poſterity, the cho- 


ar, 


he | 
= | 7 


iche en People were apprized of it. 
There was indeed a gradual Reve- 
Hes. ation made to them, by a long Suc- 


peleſs, eſſion of Prophets, of many Circum- 
n uni · ftances relating to his Birth and Character; 
jon, as particularly, that He was to be a Deli verer 
e thoſe] d Interceſſor ; but it was univerſally under- 


f natu- 


ſcur di 
Accept- 1 (a) Aale iv. 12. 


Þ | 4 
ed 4 5 N \ nt — 
5 : ) * > ; —_— 
3 N 
# - 
N , 


ood with Reference: to 12 a Pu- 


16 je ( Diſſeration Fr Ic 
niſhments of their Sins; the Bleſſings of ths | 75 
Life (the Rewards propos d to encourage i 
their Obedience) guiding the Thoughts N 5. 
and Deſires of the later Zews more eſpeci- 
ally, ſo entirely in a ſecular Channel, as to 
make them expect his coming in the bemp 
Pay Majeſty of a mighty Conqueror, to ſab- 
due their Enemys, and to eſtabliſh them i in | 
Pqwer and Dominion. 

So that, as to the ſpiritual Bleſſi Ings | 
vouchſafed by Him; they were generally 
upon the ſame Foot with the Heathen 


World, equally ignorant; for tho as juſt 
now oblerved, there are frequent Declara- 3 
tions of Mercy and Pardon in the Law and . 
the Prophets; yet thoſe to whom they were 
made, knew nothing of the true Cauſe, or 
Original of them; but conſider'd them 
probably, as from a Counter-Attribute, 
thwarting and reſtraining the Divine Ju. I s " 
ſtice; and conſequently there was no e ju 
Reaſon why their Faith ſo grounded, ſhould vi . 
have given them any Preference as to Biel * 
ſings of that Kind. Þ th 

AND therefore we may ay con- ill 
clude, that the Heathen, having the ſame en 
une 


7 
WH 
ne 


25 12 
A i 1 
774 
1 * 3 8 
ly 3 WF 
s 8 8 / ( 


Intereſt in that great propitiatory Sacrifice; 
ge (the Blood of which was virtually ſhed in 


it's * % ® Paradiſe it ſelf) ſhall not be finally condem- 
A ned for not believing in a Saviour of whon 
727 ne wer heard. 

Po R God Meaſures the Faults of Men by 
heir Wills : If there be no Obliquity there, 
1 are free from Guilt; He only is a 
ranſgreſſor, who does not doe what he 
ows, or may know (if not wanting to 
Himſelf) that he ought to do; where there 


wp | 
ur. 
\ in 
ings | 
ally 
chen 
wholly involuntary ; the Will having no- 
hing to do where the Unaerſiandong does 
F hot firſt direct. 

were Wr are told by the Apoſtle, Rom. ii. 117 
ſe, or | That there is no Reſpect of Perſons with 
them od: for as many as bave finn'd without 
ibute, FL.aw, Hall alſo periſh without Law: and 
e Ju- a many as have ſinn d in the Law, ſhall 
is no ſe judged by the Law. The meaning of 
hould hich I take to be, that God will judge 
Y Ble. he World by an equitable Rule, according 
P the means Men have had of knowing his 
y co. vill; not by any ſuch partial Regards, as too 
> ſame 9 en n Byaſs the Judgments of Mankind. 
Intereſt D 1 


gs invincible Ignorance, the Neglect of Duty |, 


1 Diſſertation En 2. 
Ax y ſince he tells us further, v. 14. That 
the Heathen, who. have not the Law, are 
a Law unto themſelves ; their Conſciences 
bearing Wimeſs, Excuſing or Condenining 4 
them, as they Obſerve, or Tranſereſs it. 
Since alſo it is certain, where Conſcience | 
rightly informed (as that grounded upon 
the Law of Nature in this Caſe, undoubt- 
edly is) does excuſe, God will never 
condemn; it follows, that having no 
Divine written Law to direct their 
Actions, they ſhall be judged by the 
Law, that Nature gave them, being par- 2 
doned ratably, upon their Repentance, #4 
and Amendment of Lite, by the Inter- 
ceſſion ot the ſame All- powerful Mediator: 
Who, as he appears throughout the Old 
Teſtament to have acted ſometimes viſibly MP: 
as ſuch (the Angel or Miniſter of the (o- 
venant, Mal. iii. 1.) with regard to the Pa- 
triarchs and choſen People: So we may 
reaſonably conclude him to have done 
(tho in a leſs perceptible Way) as to all 
others; who either were not tainted with 
1dollatry or Repenting returned from it, and 
look d up to that ſupream Lord and Au- 
| thor? 


yy 
re | 


Cu. 2. in Anſcuer, &c. 19 
thor of the World; whom the 7 of Na- 


ture pointed out to ſome, and might, if 


ces a Y Laah regarded, have done to all. And 
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xe Co- 


e Pa- 


that he left no Deſcendent of Adam, in- 
| conſequently in that Covenant of 
gy, ſo deſtitute of ſufficient Grace, to 


anſwer the Obligations of the State he is in, 


Fas finally to periſh, otherwiſe than by his 
Town Neglect; a Sovereign Antidote having 
been provided againſt the Poiſon of Sin 
4 before any Child was born to him; and the 
Fromiſe, then allo made, which entitled his 


: 4 I 1 
N 


Poſterity to the Benefit of Ts being without 


e 


Ir was no doubt, by the Spirit that (a) 
St. Peter declares, with Reference to the 
iety of that Religious Heathen Cornelius, 
that God ir no Reſpecter of Perſons ; but in 


1 ever) Nation (and we may add in eve 
Age) be that feareth him, and worketh * 


l is accepted with bim. 
Arn this is a Truth, which if not 
"Bat zht already ſufficiently eſtabliſh d, may 


| ,offibly receive ſome tuther Light from 


115 Acts. x. 34. 


D 2 | the 


* . 
* 
res . 2 


— = 


N 8 — PE — Ly 
= = DDS Loa SS wot - * Os S, ERP "20 I IS — = 
—_— Ot C Sn 4 * "= l 
> 3 — * — 2 1 . 
1 e 8 + -- — YE. R CAA "cos 
— Tal 4 *- — = — FR _— < 22 
2 —— — = _ — = 
— _— — — = 
— — — IS — — — — 2”, — 
1 - * — © GE 
G — —— - a +». Þ-I * * * — 
: : Fe. Im ow 54 N , - 
* ©, _— - 8 ds * we, = 
P n _—_— SY - — ED — 
— _— r 252 — ” - > — — 
8 7 S 8 6 — —— ” 
— > - vo 
— — — ct * a 4 ö * 
— , — 
. 
". 


1 — * * — 
— — — 78 
— m — ä Re 
— * * 
3 >= — 
G ef * 
— 


Mind of Man in his Creation, what might 
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the Conduct of Providence it lelt; ; and | 
that in two Reſpects. 9 

1. THAT God has pleas'd in his infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to impreſs upon the | 


© Pai 
be a means of qualifying him to be {o 3 1 


accepted, by taking Advantage of that moſt The 
gracious Diſpenſation, which was to com- ple 
mence upon the Fall of Adam. ö 
SINE, whereas an inexhauſtible Fund ot 1 
Mercy was [then ſettled, the Notices of na- ub 
tural Right Inſtructed, and Encouraged ion 
him by Repentance and Reformation from Sin, Wn 
to make himſelt capable of gaining an In- 1 
tereſt in it; (however as yet not reveałd 
to him) thoſe being Act proportion'd to dr | 
that Diſpenſation, and anſwering the Laws Peſ 
to be afterwards promulged, when the Sun Fit, 
of * mould actually ariſe. ct 
23 Hl. 
An further, whereas, that Mercy was hei 
purchaſed by Virtue of an infinitely Me- 2 
ritorious Sacrifice ſtipulated to be offer'd, Me 
for appeaſing the Divine Juſtice: The Me- f 
thod of Religious Worſhip by Sacrificer, not per 


24 


only Euchariſtical, but pia, was re- or 


ceiv a 


u. 2 in Anſwer, &c. 

a | 1 (ceiv d cant) in the Heathen * 
A Practice founded on a very Ancient, and 
nite 1 derhaps natural Notion they ſeem to have 
the pad, that God was not to be appeas'd 
ght e by Repentance, without having his 


> fo Fiuſtice ſatisfied, by the Suffering of ſome o- 
noſt | 1 Ther in the Sinners ſtead; and that he would 
om- | pleaſe to accept ſuch a vicarious Puniſh- 
ment. VVV 
ad ot PVURSUANT to which we find them 
f na- Fubficuring the Lives of Beaſts a Redemp- 
80. Lon for their own under Forfeiture by Sin: 
i Sin, And increaſing the Expenſe (and by Con- 
n m. 4 equence the preſum'd Merit) of their Of- 
eal' d *. in Proportion to their Senſe of Guilt, 
d to | r the Diſtreſs they were in, and the Ear- 
Laws nes of their Deſire to atone and pa- 


e Sun Fify their Gods; which was often rais d to 


. 1 ch Exceſs, as to reach the Barbarity of 
ſumane Sacrifices, and ſometimes even of 
J was heir deareſt Relations; giving, as the Pro- 


Me- bet expreſſes it, the Fruit of their — fo 

fer d, e Sin of their Sul. 

e Me- Ax n this Method of Pe precation, or ra- 

er, not er attempting Satisfaction, by devoting the 

as re- ore —— Lives of human Sacrtfices, 
celv aj WA which 
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les, had recourſe to, and placed a Confidence + 
In, tho groſly mis-applied as to the Ohject, and 9 
for its Inhumanity and Barbarouſneſs highly 


Expenſe, and of infinite Regret, | been 


Fd 


which the Gentile World (conſcious of the | x | 
Inſufficiency of Brutal) in extraordinary Ca- t 


offenſive to God; yet being in its own Nature 
a Typical Repreſentation, or Prefigurative of Wy 
the all-ſufficient Atonement to be made upon 
the Croſs, it had this remarkable Advantage, | 
that it naturally prepared them for a Prompt, | 
a: fteady Faith, in that infinitely expiatory 
Sacrifice, when in the Fullneſs of Time actu- p 
ally ofer'd, and thereupon made known 
ta them : The general Scheme alſo of thei 
octrines relating to it, anſwering in ſome 1 9 
other. Particulars, the Notions and Practi. 
ces receiv d among them. 

8 o that no doubt it * have been al 
very acceptable D/ſcovery from the Mouth | bf 
of the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, eſpeci- 
ally the Truth. of it being demonftratineh) fr : 
aſcertain'd: bra, that whereas, they 
and their Fore-fathers had, with very great! 


1 FCC 


all along offering Idolatrous Sacvifices, - ut] 
rely 2 Ineffectual, as to the 
— 


n. 2. in ſins, &c. 25 
the Wtoning for Sin; the only begotten Som of 
C 9 The great God, the aun of the World, 


"and A Mankind, to take Te Nature upon him 
ghly 4 Ind devote himſelf after a Life. of deſtitute : 


| dy Reaſon of the Dionity of his Don: be- 


apon| 
tage, ing of ſuch infinite Merit, that entirely ſa- 
ompt, ing the Divine Juſtice 3 the Sins of the 


iatory hole World, has ſuperſeded the Neceſlity 
actu- pf all farther er ice; for ever. 
nown S o that Repentance and Reformation from 
of the Sin, with a Firm and lively Faith in the All- 
ſome ufficiency of that great Atonement, were to 
practi- Se thence- forward the gracious 7 2 55 of 
1 Acceptance and that by means of his Inter- 
een a ſeſſiam in Heaven, as an omnipotent Media- 
Aouths® r between God and Man; to be addreſs d 
eſpeci · p, not like thoſe many, which from a cur- 
ative ently receiv d, and probably natural No- 
s, they on they had, that the ſupreme Gods, were 
/ greatWot to be immediately approach'd by Sin- 
„ been ers; but their Supplications muſt be con- 
ces, utſWey'd up, and preſented by certain Media- 
to the} Ws Powers, Demons, and the Souls of their 
Atoning g i Heroes 
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they had heretofore ſervilly endeavour d to 1 


Sacrifice ; but by Earneſt and faithful Pray- 3 


- ts 8 * 
> I 
ad o 
2 mn 


moreover, he has implanted in them No- , 


> „ * 


Heroes deified, as Interceſſors highly favour fl 
in the Court of Heaven: I ſay not to be ad- * * 
dreſs'd to like thoſe, which, for that Reaſon, 1 


propitiate with the moſt Precious and coſtly | 


ers, and the moſt acceptable Offering of an 4 
Holy and virtuous Converſation. | J. 

u 
Ueox the whole, as to this Point, fi ince, ar] 
in the Oeconomy of the Chriſtian Religion, | 
God has pleas d, in Mercy to them, by the 
Subſtitution of an infinitely expzatory Sacri- 
fice, and an omnipotent Mediator, abun- 
dantly to ſupply what they were ſo pre. 3 this 
fingly ſenſible of their want of, and with bir 
Reference to which, as well as on other Ac- tor 
counts our Lord is ſet forth by the Prophet, ing 
as the Defire of all Nations: And ſince, 5 
zions, in other Particulars, anſwering the 2 4 
general Scheme of it; as it demonſtrates Wo. 
the Unxeaſonableneſs of Infidelity, andi. 
leaves it without Pretenſe; ſo it feems one 
Reſpect, in which he has pleas'd in his infi- ha 


nite . and Goodneſs to have prepared | 5 
10 
in 


1 


Rs J ö 
1 


arg | f CH. 2 in Ane &. 
ad. v In ſome Doge, and qualify" them I 

ue Jo 49d ol 
co 30 TH: 14 Is, that he" lias implante l 


pſtly Feſtleſs Deſpr of HappireſPin the Hearts of 
Yay- Mankind, which being-naturally a Spur k. 
Wine, and Obedience; its not reaſonable 


fappoſe, that without regard t to their Con- 


4 duet, he mould fruſtrate that 15 5 6 
ince, 
gion, 
y the if 9 fad not in, "Ol _—_ Links: he 
ER | Idiſcharges the Part of a juſt and faithſul Cre.. 

bun- j _acor,. who p has ſuch a pater al Regard to all 
| this Off, as muſt e Sctually reſtrain 


rel-⸗ g 19 1 
wich bim, not only from doomiug any bo ie, 


D 
r 


r Ac-l tor What they can Et help; but even eck 
o phet, ing an Improvement of two Talents, "on 
ſince, Luci as have receiv'd but one. | 


LCS AY its moft rational, as 26) our 


. No- 1 
s they ed Red acquieſce in ſuch a State of ithis 
ſtrates] E oint, as Quadrates beſt with the unerrin 


uſiice and boundleſs Renignity of the Di- 


and} 
ine Nature, and the diffuſive Bleſſing of 


ns one 


is inf. hat All- powerful Propitiation: Since; eſpe- 
pared, ially we are undoubtedly aſſured, that 
wy nf no. nothing 18 more viſible than the vaſt 
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Exch) 15 NOT. MY WAY EQUAL? { 
There will be no Complaint. þ 


Difference there is, in the Diſriburion of | 
the Means of Crace arid Salvation in the 


World; (a Myſtery. tao deep. for any 
finite. Intelle& to fathom ; ;) yet when the. 
J udge of all th e Earth ſhall. demand at 4 
that great Day (as once by his Prophet (a) 


eee 
„ 1 A r. © 3 


” 155 law upon the Fall Up 4. F 
dam, farther. conſider d, as af- 
| feeting the Intereſts | of Man- 
"kind; er 4 a Reaſon why God i = 
ga ba, aud to en i 


HAVE endeavour'd to ſhew above, 
in Reference to the Propoſition I un- Þ 
dertook to en What Wer an 

44 3143 4 p ; | | * U * 
5 5 — Gow vit. 10 | | FA | th 


LE: 


e. 4s 
of | before the Fall bod as it were, upon the 
the 5 Brink of a Precipice, where the firſt falle 
uy 1 Step would have plunged them into Tetne- 
[ Fae * Defhttin their Feet (as the  Pfal- 
: I miſt expreſſes it) are now ſet in a large 

Room: So that it is impoſlible the 
ſhould . fall into Miſery, unleſs b Pu 
obſtinate Perſeverance, in thoſe Pract 


25 
9 


* 
4 
W 2 
8 
- 


: ices, 

1 * chat lead to it; and conſequently far more 

Feure from being irretrievabl ruined, than 
if Adam himſelt had not fi inn 255 | 


lan- | 27 God orgs have 18 sd to permit it; 
God © as in his infigite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ma- 
Fx t L king Way by, means of it, for the confer- 
"IF | A ring ſuch a an ineſtimable Bejefir upon Man- 
Find. This 1 fay, is the negative Part of 
Ide Advaniaze conſequent upon the Fall, 
bove, 1 proceed next, to conſider the "pofitiroe 
un. Part of it; where 1 undertook t to {hew, ' 
kind: il Secondly; That by what followed upon 
cat fr Tranſgreſſin Mankind became ca- 
before pable of attaitiing far greater Happineſs than 
9 22 | they 
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they wou d have been, had our firſt Pa- 
rents continued Innocent. 


No y to open my Way for the eſt \bliſh- aan 


ing this Iyuth; it is to be conſider d as to 
the. Nature of Happineſs in general, that 
ſince the eſſential Ingredients of it, are Plea- I 
ſure and Perftction; it will follow, that the | 
Happineſs of a rational Nature, muſt confiſt | 
in an unreſtrained, ſteady, and \ vigorous Ex- 
erciſe , of its Poppers upon Objetts worthy, of, 
and agreeable to it; for then its Powers 

are perfect, when capable of that ſteady, free, 
and vigorous Exerciſe they were framed ; 
for; and they are then in the Raptures of 


Pleaſure, when actually ſo exerciſed, upon Ar 


ſuch noble and ſuitable Oheckt. . ee. 
Ax p ſince the Powers of a rational Na- 
ture are Under ſtanding and Will, it will 


follow, that thole ſuitable Objefls muſt be q iP”? 
ſuch as are moſt worthy to be }xown. and p 


deſi red; thoſe being the moſt naturally 5 
adapted to give the Underſtanding | its pro- 
per Ply ; as alſo to bind down the Wil, to 
the. ſteaieſ Application to them. 6 
Bur it we ſurvey the extenſive Variety, 
the whole Latitude of Material and Spir- 
tual | 


a. 3. in in Anſwer, & a 
zual Being; no Object preſents it ſelf, ſo 
J i. to be known and deſired as God: 


oject and great Pattern of all rational 
[ gelen and Excellence; and fo ſuited to 
gage the Will; but alſo as being the Cauſe 
Fall, both that does, and ſhall, or can ex- 
*** ſo the fixed, immoyeable Founda- 
on of Reality and Truth, which is the pro- 
er and moſt. delightful Object of the Un- 
rſtanding; and of which it has naturally, 
Lively and Juſt a Perception, as the Senſes 
Material Impreſſions. | 

. AND from hence it will follow, that, as 


uſt conſiſt in Knowing and leaving to 


a- d; fo by a Parity of Reaſon, it muſt be 
ill e Higher and moſF"exquilit ite, the more 
be y Koroully the Underſtanding i is exerciſed in 
nd F Perception of his tranſcendent Excellen- 


Þ and Perfections; and the greater Vari- 
atemplations' of that Kind; and the more 


ty, Win cleaving to him, not only as the moſt 
| irable Good, and tranſ EY Object of 


6 „„ 


1 ——— — 


Fcauie, not only the ſupreme Cocd, the , Kere. 


the " Happineſs of a created. rational Nature 


, Strength, and ſteadineſs e is in its 


ceable the conſequent Efforts of the ill 


* 


by ——— — Ns 


of that Nb Love. th, . FE 


that God, being the moſt Perfect of th 


alle Bein, gs; and all Individuals und a 


H. 


* 9 
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its Loves; ; but allo the ſhiniſg Pattern fol oo 
Its Imitation ; att Holy Ambition of. alpireY | = 
ing to be like him, being the natural Reful 


* 
894 


Fox ſnce the moſt berſeer in its Kind 
is the Medſure of all others, it will follouf 


whole rational Nature, muſt needs be thi 
ſu preme Pattern of the ſeveral Kinds of red 


them. And conſequently they are to ti 
eſteemed, in their Volitions and Attiotis, | ing 
far perfect, as they look up to him the Stel W Sr: 
Sovereign Standard of their Nature. Perfect 
AN p on the other fide, fo far as tha Na 
Wi or Act, counter to 9929 ſo far are th, cle 
to be conſider d, as Miſhapen and Md Pllow, 


ſtrous in their Kind; being diſtorted i into Af both 
Figure, diſagreeing with their great WP tons 
perfect Examplar : And while they contin iat it a 
1o, they are as uncapable of true Happin ae, x 
as a nd; is of Eaſe, with. Aa disjoynt nh, 
mk at Di 


Limb. 155 
Fo, as . 8 Jafwice \ Happineſs, | 
cauſe He diſcerns nothing in himſelf, 1 


LH. 3. in eee 1 3 
1 that i is, lohan perfect, what exactly an- 
4 wers the loy ely Ideas of his own. Infinite, 

1 U- comprehending Reaſon ; ; fo. tis, in pro- 

rtion, with, all other rational Beings, 
When conſcious, that they chuſe and act with 
1 rectitudefanſwering the Dignity of their 


ind ame; continually aſpiring to faſhion their 
0 empers, and mould, as it were, the Fea- 
res of their Nature, in conformity to that 


erfect Idea, the moſt noble Pattern and 
zemplar before them, thereby gradually 
af P acquire à God- like Manner, and intelle- 
ö aal Sympathy, lo as to be transformed i into 
4 bs, Ming Images of their Maker. 

| S1Nce therefore it is evident, that the 
gelb, and Happineſs of a created ratio- 
al Nature ariſeth, of courſe, from its know-. 
g, clea ving to, od imitating God ; it will 
low, that it is capable of higher Degrees 

Fboth the more lively and extenſive Per- 


thi 
rel 


th 
th 
M : . the 


to 
ptiont it has of him, as an Exemplar to it. So 
itinhat it appearing in general, wherein the Hap- 


pin neſs, properly ſo call d, of Mankind, muſt 


vnienſiſt. Our next ſtep muſt be to enquire in 
1 hat Degree it it was attained betore the 8K 
ſs, | 55 J · ENS hos _ 
f. 
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therefore deſign'd it farther, for a much 


and, I may add, in what Degree it was by 
before Cbriſtsactual Meniſeſtation in the Fleſh. 

© Fo, tho! upon the Fall, as I have ſhew-* . 
ed, Mankind had the Merit of his Ser 
applied to them from the Date of the Pro- 
miſe itſelf; yet, as we have ſeen alſo, they 
were univerſally ignorant how i it came about, 
or whence the Effefts of it aroſe; ſo that 
as to any Knowledge of God, attainable by 
that great Tranſaction, they were (except erkig 
in one Inſtance, which I have already men- Nhem 
tioned, and ſhall farther hereafter). much Pecefl 


upon the ſame Foot, as if he had not been el 
promiſed at all. * 


on 
eligi 
ook 
be I 
o fea 


No w, if we conſider our 3 as, it 


came, in Innocence, out of the Hand of ies cter 
Creator, God fore-ſaw how very ſoon ith at Of 


P. 
Y 


ent, a 
would fall from its primitive Purity, and 22 
happier State, raiſed and refined by a cleat- xt 
er and more extenſive Manifeſtation of him- . 
ſelf: But had it ſtood, the Reward, (at leaſt 
as far as we know) would have been the 
indefeazable Poſſeſſſon of a Paradiſe in this 
World; the * an Immortal Lifel 

here 


eraci 


"oy EF 


3 
ere on Earth aryl '& it were; with 
r and ſenſitive, or animal Pleafures. 
AN p for theit Conduct in that State, God 
1 5 ems to have left our firſt Parents (oe or 
- o Inſtances excepted) under the Dire- 
4 ion of the Law of Nature, the ſpiritual or 
it, eligious Part of which, taught them to 
ook up to him as the Creator: of the World, 
he Lord and Author of their Being; and 
o fear and obey him as their Almighty Sv. 
Pereign. The civil Part of it, furniſhed 
nem with right Reaſon, dictating what was 
ch] 1 3 to be done, in order to their wel 
een Peing in this World. 

so that had they flood, their Haspe 
MM ould probably have been (tho' in a higher 
is it Ind more refined Degree and under an ex- 
, i aer Regulation of their Powers) what 
| at of Mankind, was afterwards (antece- 
Rent, and without regard to our Lord's Ma. 
Ffeſtation in the Fleſh) a mixture of rational 

hd ſenſitive, or bodily Enjoyments. 

ea AN p as to any Knowledge of God far- 
aim ner than that now mention'd, it may, 1 
lealtWonceive, be thought reaſonable to preſume, 
| theFſhat they had the ſime awful Senſe of his 
this 


* as of ” other 2 ; and yet 
Life _ how 
here 
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wach 


34 A, Diſſertation Em. 3. 


how eaſily were they wrought into a Be. 
ließ by the firſt Story they heard, and from 9 
they knew not whom; that he had acted 
Clluſiveh. in barring them the Fruit of the 
Tree of Knowledge; deſigning by it only, to 
keepthem doyyn under the Vail of 3 
And that there was no ſuch imminent Danger 


an. 
ave 


of Death, conſequent upon the Taſting it, as f a, 
| they were at firſt made to believe ? , # g 
WnAT EVER, ſuch Knowledge there- are. 
fore we ſuppoſe them to bave had, it may over 
be / doubted, its Impreſſions were not vivid Nearne 
and ſorceable enough to influence their illi rou 
to ſuitable Efforts, in loving and cleaving! 7» erſe 
ſteadily to him: Since no one can Love, ain, f 
whom he does not believe; and withou tin d, 


Faith, its as, impoſſi ble to Love,as to pas 00 1 
God: So that thoſe, Impreſſians, could not ſent] 
conſequently be very Inſtrumental in mak hem 
ing an Addition to their Happineſs as ha Iddrel 
been ſhewn above. _ piſcov 
Nay, as to Adam himſelf} in particular Hpoſtle 
it may perhaps, ſeem reaſonable to think, he: de. 


had not ſo much as that profound Rewer nel Ax 
and awfull Regard for the Divine Majeſty] er d. i 
which he might juſtly have been expected tq bool 


Expreſs (tho' not under the Circumſtances oo 
4 Rd 


33 


. e 1 3 5 


Arn fince after the Fact committed, 
de ſeems attempting to skreen his Guilt, 
ven by throwing the Blame | obliquely upon 
Bod himſelf Where he Anſwers, the Mo- 
an, whom thou gaveſt to be with me, foe 
ave me of the Tree; and T-did eat. 
And after all, whatever we ſuppoſe, that 
riginal Light, or Knowledge of our firſt 
Parents to have been; and whatever 'Di[. 
12) WMoveries the artful Reaſonings of ſome few 
vid earned and comtemplative Men afterwards 
A, rought out concerning the Excellencies and 
6 Perſectiont: of the Divine Nature: It is cer- 
ve, Rain, if we conſider the general State of Man- 
owing Find, the Notices left upon them will appear 
cafe oo languidly impreſſed, to point out the 
nothheſſential Attributes of it: Or even to inſtruct 
ak hem farther, tlian, that there is a God to be 
haf! dieſſed to for ſuitable Supplies, in which 
Piiſcꝰ very allo they were guided (as the (a) 
Aar poſtle intimates) "7 the T bing. b are 
c, hol Sade, 
ent AN p indeed its not much to ks WO 
eſty Mc: 'd, if in that firſt more: perfect State, but 
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have been able to go but little farther than 
their Senſes pointed out their Way. & 
Fox the Underſtandings of Mankind be- YN 
ing too ſhort- ſighted, to reach directly into 
the Eſſences of Things; they can come at 


kia 
them only, either by their Capſes or Effects . 
But God can't be known the former off d b 
theſe Ways, becauſe exiſting of or from bim Weir 1 


ſelf: Wherefore. he is. diſcoverable only by Wing 


his Works. Our Knowledee of him. muſt creep ere 


gradually on, guided by the Track that they houg 
leave for us: And by which, reſpeRively,N [5 0: 
we gain Ideas of his — 1 * 
Bur the Works whereby, before, and 
independent of the coming of - Chriſt, h 
manifeſted himſelf, were thoſe of Geationlf 
and Providence, which ſhewed forth his in- 
finite Wiſdom and Power, directing Man-W 
kind to acknowledge and adore him, as the 
firſt Cauſe and ſovereign Dijpoſer of ally 
Tbings. 
IT xXESE were pointed out by ſenf ble Evi 
dences to the more- diſcerning Part of the. 
Heathen World: But more eſpecially toll} 
the choſen People-; and as they look'd up 
to God, as the Maker and —. — Diſ i 
poſer of all Thing gs in this lower World 
E 1 We 


A 


WK vant 
@ have 


cn. 3. in . &c. 37 
Fe ſee their Obedience, anſwering theſe I-- 
eas, was guarded, almoſt ſolely, by the 
3 q News of temporal Rewards and Penalties. 
1 HE being bleſſed in a wealthy, laſt- 
and numerous Offſpring; the enjoying 
d flowing. with Mil and Honey, 
d being proſperous in all the Articles of 
N- 1 eir Increaſe, were the Promiſes : And the 
oy Wing curled in, or deprived of theſe, 
ep Were the Puniſhment, that En thent 
ey Whoughts: 
ly. {> o that the ſtipulated Jilvicines of FR 
and of Cangan, with the Pleaſures and 
nd Uvantages it was furniſh'd with, appears 
beg have been, as it were, a Bond or Secu- 
tion d upon their good Behaviour, to preſerve 
in · Nm from Idolatry, and under a due Ob- 
lan- vation of the Law. 8 
the x the ſame Manner alſo, theig Praiſes 
alla Thankſgivings point, we ſee, gene- 
al Wy at the . Enjoyment of the Accom- 
Evrf ddations of this preſent Life, expreſ- 
F theſe their grateful Senſe of the Riches 
ly toi Plenty of the Creation; as alſo De- 
_UMerances from Temporal Evils : All which, 
D:/Wog the ſenſible Rewards and Advanta- 
orld 1 of continuing in their Duty, ſeem de- 
wi ſigned 
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as an Almighty Sovereign, able to mal 
their Lives proſperous, and crown the 
with all Bleſ ings relating to this World. 
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11 gned by the Divine Wiſdom, to enfbreeli 
a ſteady dependence, and thereby check N 
and bridle 8 Licentiouſneſs. n . Was : 
4 Fer 
Inde 
wh 


n , 
— «© 4 4 


„ Purrnen; in the alu; ems the Reli. 
gion of the Patriarchs, to have riſen a) 
thing higher, for (a) Jacob, we ſee, vows 


to acknowledge and Worſbip the God of hir 
Fathers, under the modeſt Condition of bee 1d 
ing ſupplied with Bread to eat, and Ray's as 
ment to put on. And even 6 Abra ban oodu. 
when God affures him by a Viſionary Re ting 
velation, that he would be his exceeding gredſittinę 


Reward, replies to that gracious Promiſe, 1 bich 


Lord God, what wilt thou give me, ſeeing P 40 
80 Childleſs Or have none but a Servant WF accc 
heir my Subftance 2 - un 

So the Religion of thole Times, 3 
alſo under the” Law, as far as we cal xs 


learn from the Writings of Moſes, en 
generally ſpeaking, to import the a 
knowledging and looking up to Go 


an 
Inty, 
if to 
d na 
mirati 
ceable 


| (a) Gen. xxviii. 20. (65 Gen. xv; 2. 


4 WI bake F 8 in great meaſure, ; 
What Degree ol the Knowledge of God, 
s attained by Mankind both before, and 
Fer the Fall, without regard to, or de- 
eli. Indence upon the coming of Chriſt : And 
any] what height their Region le, as buile 
JW 14 Don ie 
Er appears to have Wh ned on 


pelle Ideas of his Infinite Wiſdom and Power; 
Rauh, as to his Mercy, and the Idea of his 
ban oodneſi reſulting from it, manifeſted in ac- 


Reſheting the Repentance of Sinners, and re- 
b ech itting the Puniſbments threatned, (ol 
ſe, MPich all Mankind, but eſpecially the cbo⸗ 
ing (a People, had Experience) we have alrea- 
We } accounted, as iſſuing from the Merit of 
Ne univerſal Propiiation. | 


8 4 
en 
Rp 
8630 
mal 
the 
Id. 


Bur it is to be conf gerd. chat, as 
above-mention'd Ideas of infinite Mi. 
Nn and Power amount to but a very 
ag and imperfe& repreſentation of 
dd to the Underſianding,; fo ſince they 
d naturally to create only Dread and 
Imiration, they could ſcarce have any 
ceable Effect, to influence the Jill 
| : to 
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_ meſs, chiefly as a temporal Benefactor, has: 


whereby it is naturally rais'd to the Lov 


thewn above, the Happineſs of a rationd 


| lows, that n. had not, by Mean 


i 


go ow4 Diſſertation Out zl 
to embrace and cleave ſteadily to him] Ci 
as the tranſporting Oject of its Love! (fond 
the loving him, and celebrating his Good b 6d de | 
Ever 
2 
bs | 
N. 
teen 
om 
Thoſ 
vate 
N 
very 


low, ſelfiſn Regard, far from actuating tha 
generous exalted Principle in the Soul 


of a Being tranſcendently perfect and excel 
tent (for what he is in himſelf} and conf 
ſequently, as placed in that Light, he mu 
be far from being an adequate Object fol 
the unreſtrained, Ready, and vigorous en 
erciſe of thoſe Powers in which, we hay 


Nature muſt conſiſt. From whence it fol Js 

I 
of thoſe Ideas, ſo extenſive and perfect ¶ ani 
Knowledge of God as was requiſite ati 
advance their Happineſs, properly ſo cegsre 
led,” as rational Agents, to any confidll Wnds ; 


rable Degree: Nor, conſequently, to ſult b 


the Foundation of a Worſhip worthy > gre 
_—__—— ning 
Fox, as a Man's Ideas of God are, ſul his 
will his Service of him and Worſhip be, alted 
ther refined and ſpiritual, or abje& zand WM? to 


asd 
| 22 


perſtitious, anſwering the Idol of his o. 


3 Gil 3. . in » Anſoer, Ye. Ar 


fol Imagination: And ſuch, in probability,. will 
od pe his Morals. and courle. of Life; ſince 
25 1 very zealous Votary makes his God his Ex- 
hal þ mple, and eſteems his eee of him: 
oul is greateſt Glory. * 4 
by Now its certain, no Warkip can be e: 
| worthy of God, but. . reſults 
om the combining Ideas: of all Perfection: 
Thoſe only being ot Force to engrols and Fap- 
ate all thoſe Powers wh rewitli a ra- 
; ex-0119l. Agent is capable of — an Ob- 
hay infinitely. excellent,. 900; | lovely, in 
iond ut Dl fri” ee deal 
t 0 | - tk 
fear BH INCE Aenne its . chat the 
ect Tun feſtarion, reſulting. from the Works. of 
te reation and, Provide nge only, were in no 
| egree commenſurate to theſe important 
nid 11 the Faculties of our rational Nature 
Nuſt have. lain dormant and uſeleſs, 2s to 
e greateſt Hat neſs it was capable of at- . 
ſining by the exerciſe « of them; and. as 4 
e higheſt Honour and moſt refined And 
alted Wor bip, it was in itlelt, qualify' 2 to 
y to the Divine Majeſty, unlefs. he had 
asd to make Proviſion for the fatther 
lanifeſtation of himſelf: Which, in what 
ie T mannet 


do ö 
mul 
F fol 


toi hy F $ 


2 
. he has, in n his infinite V/Viſdom, and] 8 
Goodneſs, determined to effect, will appear, Mite 
by laying open that moſt advantageonsM * en 
| Change, which bas been made as to theſe d 
and other refpects, by the Appearance of ee 
Cyriſt in the TY | 2 4 eft 
Fo, if it be ſhewn that by that amazing Wi 
Tranſadtion, he has ſo diſplay'd the infinite 
Excellencies and Perfedtions of his Nature Lan 
as to give the utmoſt poſſib le Scope to the Preat 
Whole rational Creation, to exert” their no een, 
ble Faculties, and ſtrain them up to the moſt 
"exalted, aſtonifhi ing Thoughts of, a and ſera-. Par 
phical Devotion to him; if archer, he haft wa 
thereby applied the moſt roper and for Þ 
£ibl Meant to redtify he” thoral, Errors 
reform the ices, ind ede we the daring 
Witkedvzſy ot Mankind ; And Lach, 1 
it be Thewn, t that he has dene All this, f 
ſuch 5 2 manner, that it it could not he beer 
effected! to that Advantage any other way . N 
then 9 55 it be gemonſtratively Evidenti 
chat whereas he fore-ſaw, from all Eterni d,. 3 
the har ley, hm he . ha id, Aecreed tu 
„Or reſtrain 


ed). Yaſs his (fon pen and 05 be 
ing jewpted, fall 5 Sin there was i 


donn 8 mur ircur 


E. z. in Anſwer, &c. 43 
p i bite Reaſon, on this Accountʒas well as thit 
. nention d before, why he might hive pleaf- 
e d alſo to have decreed to permit it; There- 
off "lj Sy to open a Way for the ſtu petidfous Ma- | 
2 ifeſtation 'of himſelt, as” ab 0e exprelſed. 
a 1 And particularly (as to the Propoſition Tam 
1 10w upon) that by what followed from it, 
1 lankind became capable of attaining, far 
hel greater Happineſs than they would have 
no Peen, had our fifſt Parents continu di innocent, 
of Ab as we obſerved above, with Re. 
gard to the former State of Religion, that 
gt was by the Works of Creation and Pro- 
Piaence, that the infinite Wiſdom and Power 
If God, were ſet forth and revealed to 
re i kind ; ſo here I ſhall not infift on 
ri 7 he Declatations he has made of himlelf 
>. In the Writings of the: New Teſtament. 
„ or on the tranſcendent Excellence and 
veer erfection of its Doctrine and Preceprs ; 
Way br the utparallet'd Authority with which 
dent hey were enforced by our Saviour's 
erni Preaching, as alſo his Miracles; and above 
A [| che Chara&er under which he appear d. 
Fs But ſhall addreſs my ſelf to conſider only 
95 beWhe farther Manifeſtations of the Divine Na- 
Rs 4G ſhining forth in the moſt remarkable 
b oi F-ircumſtances of this great Tranſaction; the 
; 01 Incar- 


lil 
for. 7 


Incarnation 5 our Seda Cf with the| 
portant ane of it. bl 


| poet 
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Fos fi Ince. it is in Exanpler,” or by 15 10 
Works that we ſee the Divine Attributes, as 
it were aliye and in Motion, exerting them- 1 
ſelves in a ſenſible affecting Way, they muſt} 
needs ſtrike the Mind with a more lively Air, 
and make a far more vigorous Impreſſion, 
than any other Revelations could do, ſetting 
them forth tous. Becauſethey addreſs them-M 
ſelves to the Mind in a natural Way; nat 
barely leaving it upon our Faith, to believe, 

burt letting us ſee what he is; and muſt have 
conſequently : a far more powerfull Effect? i ing 
anſwering the Deſign of them. - yr 

FoR it being the End of his RA | 
tations of himſelf, not only to guide us} 
into right and worthy Conceptions of him 
but anſwerably to excite and influence out] 15 
Practice; the more liyely and affecting 


they are, the more forceably conducive they E! 
will be to that great End. . Si 

As therefore the Advantage i is evid en his 7 
in his taking that Way, to ſet forth the d) ! 
Excellencies, and Perfections of his Nature Wagzra; 
jo his Conduct towards the choſen PeopleWrete 


thews, that he does point it out as the Meay} 
| wherebyf 


. 4 in Anſwer;&. 45 
Wereby he expects Men ſhould. attain, -2 

| Ki borwledge of him: In that he appeals per- 
aal to his Wondert wrought for them 
bis in gypt, in the Red Sea, in the Wilderneſs, 
25 upon their Entrance into the promiſed 
1 as alſo the Settlement of their Po- 

COR Adminiſtration over them, and 
ny wonderful Deliverances vouchſafed 
m there, as both the Evidences ot his 
nite Power and Wiſdom above all the 
ds of the Heathen ; and the conſequent 
ver of their ſteady Dependance on him, 
firm Attachment to his Service. oh 


ave | 

is ings þ5000000000000000400004600 
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> usll 

im Aan s being created capable f 
our Kn. „ 

they EF OR E I enter on the important 


WW Subject, ſpecified above (that nothing 
den his Letter may be ſaid to paſs unconſi- 
theEd) I ſhall here juſt glance upon hs 
ure ¶Nagraph, where the Author, ſpeaking, 
opleſpretends, the Senſe of many Thouſands, 
174 ex preſſes 
rebyl 


as of Dieren ' Gal 
expreſſes his uneaſinels, hecanſe not created | 


ſuch Perfection us to be tincapable of Sin. | erin 
Bur ſinee he could not make, nor * 8 


now annibilate; however he may poſlibe , E 
miſlike himſelf; he has nothing more to al 2 
but to make the beſt of the Being, that Ga ru 
has given him. And fince he finds it Wit is 
be endl Happy, if he is not wanting 7 
himſelf; Gn Snſe muſt dictate, th po 
Hiſtead of ariſing himfelt with Chin * 
rical Suppoſition / concerning the Conſequt a 5, 
of what he ſees, God has not thought fit MF. of 
do; much leſs letting up his own VViſdal = >, by 
and blaſphemouſly aflerting, that Mat: 8 
had been infinitely better, if adjufted 27 * 
Pay: Inſte ad, I ſay, of any Thing of ti f 
common Senſe miſt diate to him, to p par 
ſtrate himſelf with humbleſt Thankfullnf Ipel. 
and addreſs all his Force to ſecure that H. 5 2 
pineſs, which he finds himſelf in a Capaſ ki 
of, and is i within his reach. {7208 


may vs leave to conjecture, ſettled 
Creation of Mankind in the State we fl 


is, with Regard to. the Freedom of deter- 
7 Woing themſelves, as to Good or Evil; and 
1 : 0 erinduced this laſt and grand Di/penſa« 
"= 3 of the Meſſiah. us 

Nv Ruy it may be confider'd, that, asit is 


een, fra of God „Which recog- 


es his infinite Excellencies and Perfectiont; ; 
it is _ devoted Homage. and 144 yes: of 


r 


2 1, of all others; and that! in A 2 Wes De- 
my wy nter Difficulty”; "by. the Conqueſt of in. 
d i < 4 counter: ſttivit Pr inciples, or Oppoſi- 
b ti from , without : Of which 185 
2 bare a remarkable Evidence in tho 

alin. Wpel- rect 116 10 frequently inculcated, of 
H ig our [e elves: and taking tp the Groſs; 
apa W more particularly, i in that great Duty, 
ach giving  Tujuries, and rendering. Cood 


Re 
ich, 
ed t 


ve ff 


h evil Men, it admits My, the A 95 
rciſe of it. 11 


* * 


H. P'S in Aden de. 5 47 | 


e, by how. much. it is performed with 


wil, which tlie State of the World is ſo 
1 i fron requiring, that, crowded as it is 
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. TRI alſo another fi onal Demonſll 
"Fion in his dealing with Abraham, concerniſ I 
the Sacrificing his Son 7 ſac, Gen. Xxii. AY 
it ſeems ſo highly pleaſing, becauſe a Ted ul 


mony of that awful Fear, which enforcel 1 
a zealous Determination to do as he ll 


commanded, for this Reaſon only, becauſe . 
appears to be his Pleaſure. oo 
As therefore its undoubtedly moſt for an 
e he lo ĩt appears moſt acceptable to him, Mbe 1; 
be obeyed by the rational Creation, acting put 
free choice according totheir naturalPowersa mw 
Ca pacities;! rather than as determin d, or fat uld 
by Neceſſity; either without Freedom of N 1 10 
or reſtrain d from making Tryal of it. rd; 
AND Without that Freedom, there coll. 
be no- poſhbility, properly ſpeaking, MWrou 
- paying him Obedience, . ſee! . 
to ſuppoſe Choice; and by, Eonlequence, pſe r 
Power of diſobeying. 6 chor 


Fon a Creature acting 9 2 ner abſolilf 
Neceſſi ity can, in reality, be fat to tie3 . 
no otherwiſe than the Flame loes ini mou ed ne 
ing upwards, or heavy. Bodies in their ¶ aht k 
cent. So that ſuch a State“ of. Gonform creat 


to the Divine Wil, could be no Evidei Sta 
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„ard to it, nor ponſguel 8 

"fin N. tion for Reward, 7-4 1 : 
ni | Axp farther, with reſpe& to His: univer- 
bs Sovereignty; the Glory of his Wiſdow'is 


by 
e 4 
90 


bo more adyantagiouſly diſplay d in go- 

ing Men as free Agents, than if forci- 
5 . d from Sin: In that it thereby 
certs, and illuſtrates itſelf in ovet+ruling 
vents, ſo as to bring Good out of Evil, 


or d. make ſinful Agios! as ſubſervient to 


im, he Intereſts of Religion, and bringing a- 
ins Wont the gracions Diſpenſations of Provi- 
erat nee, as the moſt virtuous and warrantable 
fat ld have been. 


lo this may be added, That thats Re- | 
YT Ward; alſo ſeem moſt becoming an all- 


iſe Sowereign to beſtow, which ave 
8 rought out and earned by Duties, or 
ſeeifrvices enjoyn d; (ſuch eſpecially - which 


nee Wiſe moſt of Self. denyal) as rendering his 
0 i 1 o more COMPILER and revered.” 
plO1U 1 
8 0 that all Things duly. weigh d, we 
mouß ed not be at a Loſs to conceive, what 
geht have determined the Divine Viſdaom 
orm create Mankind, not in ſuch an advan- 
ziden State, as to be incapable of Sin; (in 
H Caſe 


50 Diſtriiun Cu. al 
caſe it could have been done, or were even 
conſiſtent with the Nature of a rational Crea malic 
ture, and finite Perfection) but compoun umb 
ded of two contrary Natures, by the cn 4 Pery 
nearly allied to their great Creator, by the 3 * 
other on a Level with the Beaſts that periſh. rope 

As therefore they are free Agents, (hal 1 
ving the important Iſſues of their endleſi very 
Happineſs, or Miſery left to their own Con. net 
duct) and are alſo under the Direction ot ma 
unerring Renin, where they fully compreſ Loſe: 
hend the Terms of the Propoſition, and 
and not in their own Light, And, Las 
ly, Have their Minds ſtauißt with thoſ 
Divine Impreſſes, the Knowledge of Trutllif * 


0 10 
BE 


and the Love of Goodneſs ; fo on the otheſ In a 
ſide, they are harraſſed with reſtleſs Paſſion M noul 
which make War upon one another, ant pon 
with a confederate Force, againſt the PowWhore 
er and Influence. of the Mind; and at * _P 
therefore the more mutinous, becauſe bf Jem 
ving had the Conduct of their Infancy ani emp 
early Youth, they, as it were, fore. ſiall tt Is of 
Judgment, pleading a kind of preſcriptiſ ter. 
Right to chaſe for them, and govern th xpe 
Neceflities 1 Intereſts of Nature. he ! 


BESIDI 


* ESIDES, that chen are n by 5 


ed. Malicious Subtilty of Satan, and allured by 
an umberleſs Incentives to Evil, adapted to 
one 4 ery incident Circumſtance and Period of 
5 1 A Life; - which therefore may not im- 
ih. 


1 d be conſider'd as a Road, in which 
WW freſh ſer of Temprations lie for them at 
Wrery Stage, and forward them on, till at 
ength they lodge them in the Grave. Nay, 
t may be very truly ſaid, chere is ſcarce a 
enſual Gratification that the World, pre- 


| W-nts them with, which has not a deadly 
0 4 00k conceal d, to ſurprize and. ſtrike Thee, 
ruth 


Ty | ON all which 3 2s God fore- 
w they would be remedileſſy miſerable, 
ould his Juſtice make a peremptory Claim 
pon every. Tranſgreſſin; ſo. it appeared a 
ore proper Expreſſion. of his infinite Wiſ- 
on as well as Goodneſs, not to conclude 

> ahem upon the firſt ſucceſs ful Surprize of any 
 anW7m1ptation; but allow them repeated Try- 
tt ls of their Obedience, and Opportunities of 
pt i ter. Viſdon, that ſo at length, upon their 
2 ti Experience of the Iſſues of Good and Evil; 
| he Authority of his Laws might, to his far 
greater Honour, take place upon them: 


H 2 | Nat 
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Not barely by the Terrors of bis Wrath ; 
but ſuch rational Convidtions as might en- = 
force their Obedience by a confirmed, delibe- 


rate Choice, and eſtabliſh A Slotions and U IDs 


truly qivine Syverelgmy in their” 9 I 
E. - 1 | Loeb, at] 4 
8o that u che whole, bo dete Rea- - 
ſons, -and nidny, more, perhaps, than any 
Man can poflibly ſet tarth; it appears evi. 
dently to have been, no leſs the Dictate o- 
his infinite Wiſdom than Goodneſs, and ve. 
ry highly for the Advancement of his Ho. 
nour, to take Advantage of the firſt: Hanf. i: 
greſſi on, our newly created Parerts were 
eainted with, to reſcue Sinners from the 
grapple of his Juſtice, by the ſubſtitution of 
an infinitely expratory Sacrifice to be offered 
to it: And thereby to open at onct, that 
Scene of Wonders, wherein, not only his 
VViſtom and Goodnefs (as we juſt tow ob- 
ſerved)” but His aftoniſhing Love," Purim, 
Truth, Juſtice, Merch, and moſt awful Ma. 
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1 7 4 made of the Divine Attributes 


ein the 8 ee my Death * 
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N Poluies fe weer Ireltec af at Lge 
in the third Chapter, and hinted in the 
ſe of this laſt; I now proceed to eonſider 
Amazing Difcoveries made .of the Ex- 
Nencles and Perfections of the Divine Na- 
an bf. this wonderful Diſpenſation, Nas 

reref Y AT, upon our bleſfed Lord's volun- 
the Wy e himfelf, the Father ſhould 
1 ole to accept his 'Sarrifice, as a petrpetual 
-redding Satisfattidh for all fucceffive Gene- 
that ons of pepiitent reforming Sinners; was 
bi 0 & 4 Miracle of *tondeſcenditg” Cxvodneſs 
8 Almighty 1.0, "as would Rive: been, 
ond any ctbateq; Capacity to believe, 
ot ſe enfibly marie ec by the wing E Foun- 
EAT aud Nutb. 


ern f ie ” 
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es was the Manie gain let el 
of the tranſcendent Purity of kis Na- 


hi tremendous Juſtice and Severity 
| againſt 
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3. of De G 
againſt Sin, in exacting the Puniſhment rl * 
quiſite to compleat the (infinite expratuf 
Merit of that moſt precious Sacriſce. S' qui 
Fox if we take a View of that dreadfif 
Scene opening firſt in the Garden at Moum 
Olivet, where we find our. Lord' 8 aum a 
Nature ſtarting back, as ſhock'd with Holt 
rour at the Proſpect; it is certain, that wha 
ever Force could poſſibly be canceiv dir in t 
moſt moving, pathetic Supplication, i in t. 
bitter Strains of remorſeful Abhor rence, a 
all the Eloquence of ſelf. condeming 2 Grief, 
mitigate the Wrath of Heaven; all Was | 
finitely out-done by that amazing Ag pulc 
The Style in which the Evangeliſt deſcri "= PE 
it, cannot but raiſe in us the moſt feel * 
Idea of the Extremity « ol it. nd 
For (as has been well abſervd) in! 
Words Nu en. Dae o and he IN be 
the Gradation, as they place them, ſpeak © * 
higher Senſe then our Trandlatign does, dre 
perhaps gur Language can expreſs. Ll inkir 
leaſt that they import is, That he was fe 
denly ſtruck with Sorrow, Amazement, WM”, © 
Horror encompaſs d with Grief,over-whel 
with aſtoniſhing Fear, and preſs d do 
with e and Deſpondency of Spi 


Wh 
l Pal. 


. 5. in er Ss. 
Wilt the diſtracting Impreſſions of Dread, 

air, and Indignation, with Regard to the 

uiſite Pains and Scandal of the Groſs ; his 
Went Love to Mankind, his implacable Ha- 
of Sin, his reſtleſs and undaunted 
al for the Honour of God; and all i in the 
it intenſe Degrees, made their united 
ault upon him. 

s o that ſuch being the Labonte FE) Stri- - 
pgs of his Thoughts, ſuch the flaming 

pions which came upon his Mind at once, 

poſſeſs d, and ſtruggled in his Breaſt ; it 

ar from being Matter of Wonder, that he 

1 ald have complain'd, his Sul was ex- 

Wing ſorrowful even unto. Death ; and 

Bt the Anguiſh he was ſeized with, | 
Ended it ſo deep, as to bleed thro' his Bo- 


in ſuch a Sweat as never was, nor ever 
Wa! ill be parallel'd in human Nature. 
er is moſt natural to conceive, that from 
bes dreadful Apprehenſion of the Guilt of 


knkind, in all the heightening Circum- 


Di ges of i its Aggravation, under which he 
* $ to ſuffer, his Heart was preternaturally 
15 2d, and as it were, melted within him; 


ſwering that prophetical Deſcription by 
> (a) Pſe "_ where he ſpeaks of the 


Sufferings 
”) Pſal. 1 14. 
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36 4 Dufte. C1 

Sufferings of the Meſſiah) ſo as to fo 
a Paſlage for his ratified Blood, by foci 

1 Ehullition. 

Ax p yet the Divine Purity and 252 
its unrelenting Hatred and Severity again 
Sin, held out impregnable againſt the Ba rti. 

tery of ſuch a forceable Deprecation, l 1 Prat 

An after all, when he was buffetted, ſcou naz 
ged, and crown d with Thorns; Nay whil 
hanging on the Croſs, covered with W oun 4 1 
and Blood; he burſt Out, under a deſpair 
ing Senſe of Deſertion, into that bitter e SF ortt 
poſtulating Complaint.; 1) God, m G Biſit 
why-haſt thou forſaken me P: The very Fran * * 
ol Nature {ympathized i in Agom; the M8 
turned away its Face, the Rotks rent; ti 1. 
whole Earth was ſhock d and convuls d 
yet the Father (tho he was infinitely:daY 
and precious in his fight) armed with | til 
fame innexorable Juſtice, and upappeaſ f mM) 
Severity againſt thoſe Sinners, under who ta 1 
Guilt he lay, ſtood impenetrably harder c Hor 
againſt his mournful Cries, utterly refuſi Ne 5 
to xemit any the leaſt aggravating Circui Exc 
ſtance of that cruel, ſhameful, and accurſi Boc 
Death W e e * ne Dyſon 


Br: 
thi 


> {uf 
inki 


10 


"ou 
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By 


mY 9 1 * * rn er , 5 4 "WE" 
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"Wn. 5. in Anſwer, &c. 57 
| Bu ron the contrary, his unrelenting Ven- 

ance being (if I may ſo ſpeak) ſtrengthen d 

Juice, in whoſe Quarrel it had declar d 

ain ly (elf, he made bis Arm bare againſt him, 

Ba 4 Wreing into his Soul the Rebukes of his 

Wrath, and poſſeſſing his Mind with the 

a ing unconceivable Terrors of the Guilt 

vhil the whole World of Sinners, for whom 

un ſuffer'd : So that the Poyſon of his Arrows 

pail inking up his Spirit, that inward inviſible 

 eMorture he felt, was too racking, too ex- 

Y lifite for Nature to grapple with : His 

Weart firm, as it was, ſoon languiſh'd, and 

bs broken under it. For the Evangeliſt tells 

; 0888, that after he had burſt again into that 
454 5 & Lean bitter Cry, he bowed his Head A 
dll kd reſigned his Soul. 4 
u tWCERTAINLY, the miraculous Dark- | 
cal , which then over-ſpread the Earth, was 


; 


6 


all 
ll 


who 3 t a low, faint Reſemblance, of that Cloud 
den Horror, which in thoſe laſt Agonies mult - 
tuſnWve Sate upon his Mind. Since, beſides 


teu Exquiſiteneſs of the Pain he ſuffer d in 
car Body, the moſt ſpirituous Part of the 

t. Pyſon of Sin, the very Eflence and Malig- 

Wy of it were diſtilbd off, and the moſt. 
BV haſtly Terrors of Death were added into 
þ 1 1 


Xx 
5 


58 - A Diſſertation | Cn. * 1 At 


H 
that Cup of Trembling, the very Dregs 1 
witch were wrung out for him. Mee 
AN p yet it muſt be own'd, after what. hf r 
ever Strains of Conjecture, as to the Intenſe. Wen 
neſs of his inward iSufferi ngs, that, my 3 » 
ances duly weigh'd, there ſeems to have od 
been ſomething in them, either by poſitive hin! 
Infiiftion, or Deſiitution, or both, beyond ati 
what we can form any Idea of. Thoug - < 
we have a Senſe, that deep Horror, with gr 
deſpairing inconſolable Pungency of Tho _ 
muſt be M ery without alloy. L 
nent 
Non upon as whole: ; what 3 and 
more awful Demonſtration could God 70 ö 
bly have given of the infinite Purity ang Fd 
Holineſs of his Nature, and utmoſt aden 2 15 
tion againſt Sin?  Woſtet 
ITI holy fs Fabre behelif Wonſic 
this Spectacle with Aſtoniſhment, trembling 1 uſt. 
at the dreadful Severity of his Juſtice, | tha nd a 


at the ſame Time neſted ſafe under ti raiſe 
Wings, and dazled with the Rays of his Ff nifeſt: 
vour. Nay, its highly reaſonable to concludd 
that had the Devil had this amazing En the 
ample before his Eyes, he had never fallen 
wok the Terrors of ſuch inflexible Juſii 


arme 


a WCn.5. in Anſcver &c. 59 
ll rod with 1 would have over-whel- 
* med with deſponding Fear; ſo the firſt Riſings 
lat. f rebellious Thoughts againſt ſuch tranſcen- 
le. q ent Goodnels, and endearing Love had liruck 
ar. im with Abhorence : He had confider'd 
a ©. as a Sovereign, whom, no one can once 

hink of offending without putting offrational 


tive 
ondl ature; and doing Violence 10 all the Po- 


of it, capable of a Perception of what 
* great. aber. and lovely. 
8 f {1 walls, 7 rl 


** E 7 3 — conüder'd. then, bat Senti- 
Nents Mankind ought to entertain, to pur- 
"Whaſe whoſe: Indenmity, this deepeſt Tragedy 
1 as acted, that ever appear'd upon the 
an tage of the World. Certainly, it may rear 
gnaßonably be thought, that if ue are not utferly 
eſt to all that 55 is in genuous, tender, and 
hel Ponſiderate in! human Nature; our Hearts 


lin Puſt, ſpring with Foy; and burn with Lope, 
th d all the Powers of our. Souls flow out in 


1 Praia and Thaokfgivings,,under ſuch, Ma- 
s LMifeſtations of Almighty Goadueſc, Mercy and 
lud nd Lowe here ſet forth, avdilaid open ta us 
En the moſt tender, engaging, Manner, Wwe 
lengan poſſixly conceive. Nay. ſuch in reality, 
uſti s not all the Force of Aahhkmeſt Reaſau, 
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ties, at the ſame Time that we moſt thank- 
fully rejoyce and triumph in it. 


| ferings, whereby this wonderful Redemp- 


look "ne rivalling his — 2 But as 


60 4 Diſſertation Cu. 5. 5 
and brighteſt Colours of Fancy, animated its we 
by the warmeſt and boldeſt Figures, ever 1 aria: 
did or could deſcribe, 1 pally {er forth | « a o 
the Degree of. ring 

Ir was ſuch a Love, 8 Ldeas of which | Intia! 


* 2 > os d 


as appearing in this great Tranſaction, are fo N al 
_ awfully Myſterious, that while we contem- 


Fon 
d Ka he 

II. th 
Feby 
; anc 
* oſt | 


plate them we ſeem to be looking down, as| 
it were, from ſome amazing Height, whence 
our bottomleſs View, gives a kind of ſacred i 
Horror, ſtrains and over-powers our Fucul- 


On the other ſide, the infinite Dignity of 160 
our Lord's Perſon, and his unparallel d mm 3 _ 


tion was wrought out, and compleated for aut ; 
us, raiſe naturally the moſt reverential Senſe out 
of God' s infinite Purity and Holineſs ; and * ure 
a moſt affecting Dread of his inexorable Ju- Mpmle 
ſtice. The Puniſhment inflicted on the Re- als be. 
bel- Angels, and for the Sin of Adam, might, 
it is poſſible, be perverſiy miſ. interpreted, as 
the reſult of a reſtleſs, fiery Jealouſy of his if 
Authority, and Honcur, an impatience off 


Contradiction, or of any Thing that might if 


, 

this N 
= 

IM 

=” 


wonderful Tranſaction ſtands circum- 
Wartiated, it could not poſſibly be under- 
| | 1 yd other wiſe, than as the Effect of that 
rring Refitude and Juſtice, which is an 
i al and ſhining Attribute of the Divine 


re. 


, he would admit no meaner Sacrifice, 
ce In, that of his only begotten Son; he has 

4 reby (conſiſtent with his infinite Good- 
a- 9 moſt tender Love) expreſſed the 
k-| 3 noſt poſſible Indignation, the moſt formi- 
dab s Severity againſt our Sin. So that this 
olf 1 


, 
We to perſevere againſt it, muſt endo, 
9. | 


ind ſtures of eternal Death: Nay ſhould the 
Ju- 3 pmleſs Pit throw aſide its Covering, and 
Re- before him, at once, that amazing 
ght, Me of Terrort; fo that he ſhould hear the 
, as ble Shrieks, and gnaſhings of the dam- 
f his WR; and ſee them weltering in the Flames 
of it could not give him fo tremendous a 
ight Wonſtration ot the Divine Vengeance 


t as ing Sin, as what is here expreſſed. 


this So 


I ker, e 


OR! Babe, in Condernion of our Par- | 


be armed with an invincible Forehead, 
ofe WW out-ſtare Damnation, and defy the 


: it ſelt is dreadful; and guarded 4 
5 0 q nder. And that Sinner who ſhall pre- 


V 


mu —_ Dif: Cn. 4 1 


Sept} 


3 


hs that, on all 8 it is unden 0 
ably evident, that the Extrewmity of our Lordi e 
Sufſerings is ſo far from being juſtly cet ¶Nco. 
ſur d by any ; or affording, in general, Ma 1 5 
ter of 1 as 3 been 80 wil 


Tofidel of theſe Days: J That, on 15 coi | 
trary, it was the refult of Council and 
mighty Wiſdom, as the directeſt and readi 
Means poſſible, to eſtablift an awful I | C, + 1 
of God's Sovereign Juſtibe; and manifeſt ff Aactir 
the other adorable Attributes ſpecified abo O 
in a manner moſt eminently and effectuꝛſi for! 
conducive, as to his own Glory, ſo to 1 
Advantage and Happineſ of Mankind. ah. 
Sixck, as nothing could poſſibly vil l up: 
them. down'to a more devoted and rel a Wicf « 
ed Obedience, and guard the Lines of I 775 7 t 
ty with a 'more impregnable Fortreſs; 1h 
the Severity of this aſtoniſhing Diſpenſi ring 
on; ſo, on the other ſide, (conſidering 2 
tranſcendent Goodneſs and Love ſhining f Red, 
in it) nothing, in caſe of Sin could m divir 
forceably ſtrike the Delinquent wit are 
piercing Senſe, and animate him to a (i {peci 


* and more ſteady Reformation, m Wn th 


9 9 
SY "ho 
9 


u. 5. in Auftüe Be 63 
boy - x p this is 2 Cs which may 
end us naturally to open the Reaſon of 
roll o or three Particulars, obſervable in the 
ce: * ob the IK nnr 1 
MY 
4 lives thoſe are a very 
2 Laws which our Saviour has enacted ; 
theſe Manifeſtations tending, of Courſe, 
raiſe Men to far more advanced Refine- 
Ents in Piety and Virtue, naturally make 
1 By for his keeping a ſtiffer Rein, and 
eſt "an Pering much perfecter Degrees of Duty 
boy — Obedience, than thoſe impoſed under 
Tua former een 
to 4 1 0 17 
d. We dh. Tu, AT cherte is fach infinite weight 
; bi upon the Duty of Faith. For, fince the 
reli Wicf that our Saviour Chriſt is God and 
— in In, the only begotten of the Father ; and 
he was, by him, (upon his voluntary 
* Fring himſelt) ſubjected to extreme Suf- 
ins *g, to a cruel and ſhameful Death, for 


g Redemption of Mankind; by ſatisfying 
d mil divine Fuſtice in their behalf; and that 
wit are intituled to many ineſtimable Bene- 
a ſiſſpecify d in the Goſpel, as conſequent 
In this great Tanſaction: Since, I ſay, 
A this 
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Juſtice, how Pure, holy, and abhorrent « "8 j 


ly embraced, is abſolutely inſeparable frof 
the Duties of Obedience; it may well 4 
fixed as the great and ſtanding Baſis of 8M 


to ſupport it. 


as Abraham's Faith, which we find extollf 


64. A Diſſertation Cu. Cn 
this Belief gives the higheſt Demonſtratio Fe 
poſſible of the inflexible Severity of God 195 
is 
Sin his Nature is; as alſo of his ini lud 
Goodneſs, Mercy ad Love, it muſt be 4 | l 
Faith, which addreſſes itſelf to every Pas, ove 
on, and actuates all the moſt vigorous Pri 4 od. | 
ciples of Duty, as offering at once, ui Ectic 
moſt encouraging and dreadful Conlideraii at 2 
ons: It muſt, of Courſe be effectual, as df tl 
the one fide, to mortify the moſt daring, * - 
on the other, to melt down the moit hal a 
dened Sinner, and draw him on to B 1 
pentance, and Amendment of Life, by 7 Ban 
Cords of irreſiſtible Endearment. _ 


SINCE then, this Faith, jar RY 1 


4% henti 
r G 
aw, 
he m 
* P 
7 ind 
age ot 
ant 
as highly acceptable to God, had reg im; 
only to his Truth, in conjunction with rophe; 
VViſdom and Power ; that of the Chriſt W1,, 4c) 
is of much greater Excellence, and far malt 
extenliſ 


ligion, of Weight and .. wdeteg f 


Ir is alſo further obſervable, that whe 


* ip , 


Cu. 5. in Anſwer, &c. : 65 
Wextenfive, as it recognizes and vindicates, 
Wt he all-wiſe Reaſons which gave Birth to 
a wonderful Diſpenſation; and, as it in- 
ludes moreover an Acknowledgtnent of 
4 In the other glorious Attributes ſpecified a- 
; 1 ove, as ſubſiſting in the Divine Nature, 

Ind here manifeſted in their utmoſt Per- 
U ſection. So that, conſider'd in its genuine 
Purport, and full Extent, it muſt be an A& 
Ft the moſt exalted, acceptable Worſhip ; 
| Ihe moſt honourable to God of any we 
io Han poſſibly pay him; and ſo, no doubt, 
7 Le attractive of the Emanations 
"i bf his Bounty and CON 


. i 
_ 
$4 
# 


Bur, Thirdly, The laſt Pivticnlay' 1 hall 
” Pention as obſervable, is, that whereas, af- 
er God had enforced the Authority of his 
W475 upon the Choſen People, by impreſſing 
1 he moſt terrible Ideas of his Sovereigniy 
ad Power; he found it farther neceſſary 
= indulge them, not only the Advan- 
= ge of Occaſional Revelations, but of con- 
toll ant Acceſs, by the ſtanding Oracle of 


reg in; and an uninterrupted Succeſſion of 
th WP ropbers, em powered ſometimes to work 


rift 
r ml 
enll 


iracles, to convince and. reduce them to 
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66 A iſſertation Cn. 5. 
Obedience; whereas, J ſay, they were, by 


| Theocrafy 3 ; after he had ſo manifeſted himſelf om 
in this wonderful Diſpenſation, as is above ex- 3% Jom 


World to the ordinary Methods of his Grace 


for ſeveral Ages been ſo deplorably c- 
rupted, as in Appearance, to have no le ? 
reaſonably demanded a Fire-Ordeal, than 
the Apoſtacy of Iſrael in the Days of B 


ry Interpoſitions of any kind: 55 which "> 
may be conſider'd, as having finally ſet bi 3 0 
Seal to the Excellence, and due Perfection 

of this moſt Holy Iuſtitution And that il 
looks on what has been Originally done and 
revealed, as ſo abundantly ſufficient; and chal 1 
_ (with regard, eſpecially to the important 3 | 
Iſues of the future World) the moſt influen{ 
tial Means poſſible have been fo applied, tal 


r ightneſs in making uſe of it, as to leave th 
ne of 0 Faith without Excuſe. 


H. 


theſe Means, in effect, under a perpetual f a, 


_ 
preſſed, and ſet forth in the Writings of the 4 ven 


Goſpel; he thought fit thencefor ward, to * th 


cloſe up Revelation, leaving the Chriſtian Ihe f 


Ax p tho a very great Part of it has, . 
3 


Yet he has ſeemed. determined to be no® 
farther Deciſive, by vouchſafeing ie eee 3 1 


allure and awe Men into Integrity and Upf 


wh 


1 75 4 

A & 
S 3 0 
Ws. = 
88 

4 

3 


„n. 6. in e &c. 67 
al As therefore, under the preſent Oeco- 
N Pomy, he ſeems pleas d, in his Infinite Wiſ- 
"2 A om, to permit the Taves to grow up, and 


he 1 ven ripen amongſt the Wheat ; ſo the Fire 
t the Harveſt of the Reſurreiion; will be 
Ihe fiercer to burn them 83 


ian 

Ce, 4 

mM S eee 
91 I „% 

ev 

banl 8 C f the farther Manifeſtations of 
ab 8 the Divine «Attributes and other 
10 ident Ada 

incident Advantages conſequent 
ina. | 


e upon our Lord's mediatorial Office. 


10 F W HAT has been already ſaid, may ſuf- 
it M Pf fice for the opening the glorious Ma- 
and uk eſtations reſulting from the Sufferings and 
cha Peath of our Saviour Chrift. 


W are next to ſhew, that it was not his 
Humiliat ion only, that was a Means of ſet- 
"Wing forth the Excellencies and Perfection 
_ the divine Nature; they being farther 
Wiluſtrated by that royal Office of Mediator, 
Wn which he was enſtated, purſuant to what 
e did and ſuffered here on Earth, © 
55 FOR, 


tant 


oY 


68 Diſſertatin Cu. 6. . 6 
Fo, in that the Father, far from con- uin 
deſcending to any perſonal intercourſe with a 700 
Sinners, ſuffers them not to preſent even of 


their Tears of Self- abhorrence at his Foot- $ * 


3 1 0 Ir 1; 
ſtool, otherwiſe than by that ſo man- a it pr 
rable, and even authoritative Mediation: Wert 
He gives us ſuch an awful Idea cf his Hol v 


lineſs, as we could not have gained any o- . wut y ; 


ther way: And no Conſideration could poſ-· y All 
ſibly poſleſs the Guilty with ſuch a ſtingin 8 Taichi 
Conviction of the deteſtable Baſeneſs and Hauſt a 
Pollution of Sin, and the infinite Diſtance, | 0 ſte 
at which the divine Purity and Holineſs are iy 
removed from it. | | A N D 
Poreo 
Axp and as to the Manifeſtation of his ds the 
tranſcendent Majeſty, we find, under the al Wing © 
Old Teſtament, he ſhewed forth the Glo- W gre: 
ry of it, in a very terrible manner, by a vid is 
ſible Appearance on Mount Sins, that thell * it eff 
amazing Impreſſion on the Senſes. of hi ers, 
People, might forceably eſtabliſh its Aw W due ! 
and Reverence : But there could be no po divin 
ſible Method of poſſeſſing Mankind with{Move it 
ſuch affecting Apprehenſions of the dreadful N c x 
Sacredneſs of it, as by refuſing all Hadreſſi for w 
and Supplications, even of ſuch who ar Hrhe ot 


within 4 
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Win the pale of Grace and Acceptance, 
Weſs dignifyd and enforced by the Inter- 
E jon of the ſame All- powerful Mediator. 
a 4 Ir is impoſſible but the Senſe of this 

m 9 F ſt proſtrate Mankind, with profoundeſt 
1 zration, with Fear and Trembling be- 
ene Nay the Idea of his tranſcendent 
uty and Excellence, cannot more irreſi- 
y allure, than the Thoughts of this his 
Pniſhing Majeſty, muſt bind down, and 
aß auſt all the Powers of the Soul, in a 
10 It ſteady and fervent Devotion to him. 


An p it may * be noted, that there 
$:m oreover this important Advantage, to- 
hi as the directing the Means of, and aſcer- 
hel Wing our Happineſs, farther riß ing from 
lo- great and royal Offce, in which our 
vid is ſeated at the right Hand of God; 
thel 1 it effectually daſhes all Preſumption in 
hi inn ers, and brings their Hopes and Fears 
doe due Ballance, ſuch as muſt acquit both 
pol divine Juſtice and Mercy, and highly 
vitiFove itſelf to the Reaſon of Mankind. 
df cx, as God will not pardon any, 
4 for whom our Lord intercedes; fo he, 
Whe other lide, purſuant to the Office 


and 


® 
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and Duty of a juſt and impartial Mediator, 8 = 
will not intercede for 'any, but under the Con 


Conditions originally ſtipulated between the SE" 
Father and himſelf, which the Goſpel has 17 * 
laid open to us: So that the ſanguine can. 
not now be animated into a preſumptuous 
Dependance on the divine Mercy; nor the 
Melancholy abandoned under the Terrors of 
inexorable Juſtice. 


AN p, in reference to this, it may be 
7 conſiderd alſo, that it was not conceivable 
before, how infinite Juſtice and Mercy could 
ſubſiſt, and freely exert themſelves in the 
divine Nature, ſince as Mercy pleads for {+ 
ving and indemnifying the Criminal; {« 
Juſtice is, in its own Nature, inflexible and 
peremptory in its Demands of Judgment 
It may alſo be thought reaſonable to co 
clude, that both being infinite, muſt de 
mand to the utmoſt Extent, and claim what 
ever can in Fuſiice and Mercy be inſiſted on 
And, as ſuch a ſeeming Inconſiſtence had! 
tendency to create Diffidence and Perplex 
ty in the Minds of the Contemplative ; f 
in reference to Practice, Self. love natural 
ly inclining Sinners to fancy an Aſcendan 

9 
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in the divine Mercy, it hardened them of 
Courſe, into a diſregard of the Clamours of 


Conſcience, and a N Perſeye- | 
rance in Evil. 

Wrexzas thoſe Attributes, now accom- 
modated to the meaneſt Underſtanding, ex- 
ert themſelves entirely, with a natural, un- 
conteſted Force. God's Mercy does not 
plead againſt his Juſtice, which is actually - 
ſatisfy d and filenced, as to all Sinners with- 
in the Terms of Goſpel Arceptance. Chriſt, 
Et the right Hand of the Father, from the 
Date of the Promiſe, downward. to all Ge- 
ch erations, ſolicites their Pardon irreſiſtibly 
aving the Price of their Redemption in his 
Hand; nay, either virtually or actually paid 
down 9 8 his Interceſſiun. ; 

ON the other ſide, as to ſuch who. con- 
inue, to the laſt, impenitently unreform'd 


co 
der perſiſt obſtinately in Infidelity, under, or 
haleithin the reach of the Means of Inſtructi- 


on, and Knowledge of the Chriſtian Faith; 
dF!) is entirely quieſcent, abandoning 
les hem to the ſame unrelenting Juſtice, un- 
er which our Saviour ſuffered. ' And it 
ould be very happy for them were their 
ondition the ſame, as it he had never 
1B . 


vs 


naan 


* f 
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been promiſed; ſince the Apoſile intimates Cu. 
that it will be incomparably more dreadful the ſa 
as neglecting ſo great Salvation. Angel 
Ir therefore Men, by being Sinners, ar baniſh 
made Debtors to the ene Jide; and i and arc 
can no otherwiſe be appeaſed and ſilenced ſting C 
but by our Lord's Interceſſion ; this ſuper Sin, w. 
ledes, at once, and cuts off all capriciou Laſtij 
cavilling at the Method of Redemption. Thelffl cuted 7 
muſt proſtrate themſelves, ſuing for Sa of God 
vation in the Way it is graciouſly vouch Rovent; 


ſafed, and fly, with trembling, into the. * _ 
Arms of that Mercy n 10 them 2 WESTIN 


ſo dear a Rate. Attonen 
Ax p nothing can be more "oft than th Pardon, 
lo cont 


| ſuch, who * to take Sanctuary in i 
ſhould ſink for ever under the Weight o hings. 
Almighty Wrath; the dreadful, but un. 780 
voidable Conſequence of Infidelity : Sina 2 
to ſuch who reject and deſpiſe ſo great & 
vation, depending rather on the guidance 
natural Light, there remains no mcre Sari 
 fice for Sin, no other Fountain opened jj 
Uncleanneſs. 

TRHEIR Cale — dads be conch 
ded both miſerable and deſperate ; ) EF 
that they are to aſſure themſelyes, ti gd 
; 1 Sinners, they lie under the Severity g 

tif 


5 TY 
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1 the ſame inexorable E Jie, a the 


Angels that kept not their firſt Eſtate, wers 


ref] baniſhed the Manſions of Bliſs and Glory, 


and are reſerved under Darkneſs, in everla- 
of ſting Chains; which alſo puniſhed Adam's 
Sn, withorit regard to his Repentance, And; 
Laſily, Which is yet infinitely more, exe- 
cuted that dreadful V engeance on the Son 
of God himſelf: For it is in him otily; that 
c Repemance and Amendment is, and ever 
was accepted and in virtue of his Almighty 
Attonement ; that every act of Merce) and 
Pardon, has been all along paſſed, and wil 
ſo continue till the eee of all 
hings. res OT > ODE 


Mr Oey ae 
Cu. VIE = rl 


tions ſpecified - above. 3 


2 EFORE I proceed farther to eon 
0 fider the State ot Mankind, with Re. 


ard to what has been open'd in the two 
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2 7 the Happineſs of the 5 ah 
as intereſted in the Manift = 


aſt Chapters, I beg leave, in ſhort, to offer 
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a Conjecture, that it is probably no wonder ſpecific 

the Manifeſtation of Chriſtin the Fleſh, with oree I 
the important Conſequences of it, ſhould} had th 
be thought a Myſtery, which, as (a) St. Peter even 3 
tells us, the Angels deſire to look into; As tence, 
| laying open thoſe Excellencies and Perfec entert 


tions of the Divine Nature in a Light. So 
which it is highly reaſonable to conclude, may 
they muſt before have been Strangers to. MW ond; 
Fon fince no created Intellect, ha ged tl 
Strength and Perfection enough to act in ot the 
taitively upon another, tho of the loweſſ the u 
Order, ſo as to diſcern the inward Thought, refine 
andWorkings of it; much leſs may it be ſuf raptur 
poſed capable of making any Diſcoyeries ii him. 
an infinite Being, other than what his V Fork 1 
Evidence and point out to Ne himſe 
Bo r all the Inhabitants of 3 10 nifeſt 
ving ever continued moſt dutifully faith when 
ful and obedient (except thoſe Apoſtate-Sill And 
rits, to whom no Fayour was ſhewn, unlei Day, 
the not annihilating them be ſo eſteemed] cing, 
it was not poſſible to make among then riety 
ſuch ſtupendous Manifeſtations, more pat} and g 
Ficularly of his Love, Mercy, and o9gng have 
n 1. Erift nat] i. v. 12. ca)? 


ſpecific 


cu. 7. in — c. 75 
ſpecified above: Nor indeed is it in any De- 
oree reaſonable. to conceive ; that had they 
had the Advantage of that Light before, or 
even a certain Knowledge of his Omnipo- 
tence, thoſe rebel Angels would ever have 
entertained Thoughts of riſing againſt him. 
So that, on both. theſe Accounts, it 
may probably be concluded, that by this 
wonderful Tranſaction, he has enlar- 
ged the Vers alſo of this moſt noble Part 
of the rational Creation, vouchſafing them 
the utmoſt Scope for the exerciſing their 
refined and exalted Faculties, in the moſt 


rapturous Thoughts and eee, of 
him. 


Ax b if (as we are  aſlured by (a) God 
himſelf) they ſhouted for Foy, upon the Ma- 
nifeſtation of his infinite V/Viſdom and Power, 
when he laid the Foundations of the Earth : 
And as (we may well conceive) foundevery 
Day, freſh Matter of Triumph, and Rejoy- 
cing, of Adoration and Praiſe, as the va- 
riety and beauty of the Creation increaſed, 
and grew on to Perfection: Nay ; if, as we 


have the N probable Conject ure of an 


(a) Job Xx Xvili. 7. | 
L 2 | emi⸗- 


70 A Diſſertatim Cu. 7. 
eminently learned and judicious (6) Aus 
thor; God did not erect this mighty Fa- 
brick; and give it it's beautiful Order and 
Perfection, in a Moment ; but digeſted that 
great V'Vork, as Moſes deſcribes it, for this 
very Reaſon, That thoſe glorious Spirits 
might be enabled to ſurvey diſtinctly, and 
comprehend with more exactneſs, the re- 
1peRtive Cauſes, Natures, and Dependencies 
ofall Things, as they multiplied ſucceſſively 
under their Eyes, and every Day preſented 
them with glorious Spectacles, and new 
Scenes of Vonder; whereby, as they might 


gain a clearer and more extenſive View of 


the infinite V ſdom and Poper of their Crea- 


tor; ſo more abundant Matter might 


be laid for exciting their Admiration, 
for the giving Glory to him, celebrating his 
Praiſes, and thereby advancing their own 
Happineſs : If] ſay, this be ſo, moſt undoubt- 
edly thoſe amazing Strains, as of his Juſtice 
and Severity, ſo of his Gondbeft, Mercy and 


Love, with that tranſcendent Purity and 


Holineſs, manifeſted in this wonderful Di[- 
penſation ; muſt be what they inceſſantly con- 


template with the moſt rapturous Extaſy; 


(9 Dr. Jenkin, cert, of the Chriſt. Rel. Ve 2, p. 206. 
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In. 7. in Anſwer, &c. 77 
and ſo raiſe their tuneful Voices to the ut- 
moſt poſſible Pitch, in everlaſting Praiſes and 
Hallalyjabs to him. And in particular, it is 
doubtleſs from the Idea hereby impreſs d 
of his infinite Purity and Holineſs, the moſt 
reſplendent and glorious Attribute, the very 
Beauty of Gad, that, we (a) are told, they 
cry to him continually, Hoh, Hoh, Hoh, 
ord God Almighty, which war, and i Is, and 
to come. 


AND it is in this reſpect, that we may 
arther obſerve a ſignal Illuſtration of the in- 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in ſo 
i- Ferminating this glorious Diſcovery of him- 
t elf: For had our bleſſed Lord taken on him 
be Nature of Angels, to atone for the Re- 
ellious, and recover them into a poſſibility 
ff Repentance and Remiſſion of their Sin; 
he Manifeſtation could not have extended to 
Is, as not made in our Sight. 5 \ 


d | So that, tho we had ſtood innocent, and 
d Hhereby not in need of any proprtiatory Sacri- 
Nee; yet our Perceptions and Knowleage of 
a- Pod, being in no Degree fo clear and exten- 
05 5 


(a) Rev. ir. 8. 
five 
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ſive; (it being in this moſt graciousDiſpenſation 
that they were ſo wondettully open'd to us) 
could not have raiſed, and qualified us for 


a Worſhip and Barbies ſo worthy of, and fo 


| honourable to him; nor conſequently ſo con- 


ducive to our own Happineſs. 

Wu rERR As now the Glories of the Di- 
vine Nature ſhine forth with diffuſive Luſtre, 
known and celebrated by the whole ratio. 
nal Creation. For even thoſe wretched, 
apoſtate Spirits, may in ſome Senſe be ſaid 


to magnify him on this Account; in that 


they eternally condemn, hate, and curſe 
themſelves; tortur'd with moſt regretful 
ſtinging Reflections, and furious Self-Re- 
proaches, for their deſperate Madneſs in 
provoking ſuch dreadful, inexorable Juſtice; 
and their perverſe Malignity, in ſinning a- 
gainſt ſuch tranſcendent Goodneſs, and moſt 


endearing Love, as they now ſee manifeſted 
with regard to Man. 


Bur as to thoſe Angels, which and con. 
firmed i in Innocence and Holineſs ; were it 
not very obyiqus to conceive, how highly 
their Happineſs muſt. be advanced by the 
Perception of theſe moſt lovely and 4ub- 
lime Ideas; it uy poſſibly be eſtimated 

ry 7 ag 


Cu. 7. 
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in ſome meaſure, from what we ſhall here o- 
| pen in Reference to the State of Mankind. 

) 


+3999000409090400000900404000 
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of the Heſſed E feet of the py 2 
ſtations mention d for advancing 
the Happineſs of Mankind: And 
as a farther Reaſon, why Cod 


might have pleaſed to t the 
5 of Adam. 


'T N been a ſhewn, that * 
in proper Happineſs of Man, as a rational 
e; A muſt conſiſt in knowing and cleaving 
a. to God, and endeavouring an Imitation of 
offl him; we are next to enquire, what Ad- 
ed Vantage they gained towards the attaining 
this Happineſs by the coming of Chriſt ; 
and that not barely, as enjoyed in this preſent 
Life; but as a preparatory Qualification, for 
the vighlnadmacing it in that to come. 
AN p it. is certain, that whereas the 
Powers of our rational Nature were ſuſcep- 


tible 
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tible of higher Motives, and a far more ex- e 
tengive Senſe of the divine Perfections, than tranſp 
what before animated the Religion of Man- WW and i' 
kind: We are now dazled with a Glare of I mazit 
heavenly . Light, contemplating the divine ¶ ous 8 
Majeſty, array'd in all the Glory of thoſe I ions 
charming Attributes, infinite Love, Mercy, lectun 
Goodneſs, Purity, Miſdom, Juſtice, Truth, no dc 
Majeſty, Holineſs, and whatever elſe can Ia Cor 
render any Being the Object of. the higheſt tirely 
Reverence, Adoration and L.ove. © ces 0. 
T as tranſcendent excellence of theſe I. A?) 
deas, has naturally a moſt forceable Influence ¶ Affec 
to Mare the Mind, to fix its Meditations, Iſl voted 
to gather up, as it were, its Thoughts a-. heave 
bout him, and bind them down to dwell- read | 
upon him; ſo as finally tobe raviſhed with 
thoſe his Beauties, and fired with impetu- 
ous Defire of riſing into a Reſemblance of 
him: There being an in-bred Ambition in I owns 
a Soul, duly rectify'd and ſpititualized, to I ſelf ir 
approve itſelf to a Being of the moſt con- Nx 
ſummate Excellence, and ſtrain to the ut- || force: 
moſt poſſible Vnitation of its Perfections; I the N. 
not barely from an expectation of Reward, I us, he 
but a natural Impulſe exciting it to admire, || eumſt 
and conform itſelf to the nobleſt and moſt | there 
perfect Exemplar. "OO ws 


2 
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Fo, it is not to be conceived, how 
tranſportingly enlarged the Mind muſt be; 
and its Taſt raiſed and refined, by ſuch a- 
mazing Diſcoveries of bottomleſs myſteri- 
ous Secrets, in the Excellencies and Perſe- 


tions of the divine Nature: All the intel. 


lectuul Powers of the devout Believer, muſt, 
no doubt, be ſwallowed up in ſo ſublime 
a Contemplation ; and his Vill moſt en- 


tirely reſigned to the Choice, and Embra- | 


ces of this ſupreme Good. 


AN p, as it will of Courſe, captivate his 
Affections, and make them unalterably de- 


voted to the Inſtitution and Practice of all 
heavenly Virtues; fo particularly will it 


read him a Leſſon of Humility, which can- 


not ſo effectually be learned any other way: 
Since the nearer the Soul approaches to 
God, the more it naturally ſhrinks in its 


own Sight, and (if I may ſo ſpeak) leſſens i it= 


ſelk ! into nothing in his Preſence. 

NEITHER Will it be a leſs effectual En: 
3 of the moſt fervent Love, from 
the Miracle of our Redeemer's Love to 
us, here opened to our view in all its Cir- 


eumſtances of Wonder: Which certainly if 
| there be any thing of Gratitude or Ingenui- 


M ty 


4 


fotverſul enforcement of Obedience in every 
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ty left us; muſt reciprocally enflame ours, 
and appear a Motive abundantly cogent to 
eollect and ſettle its whole Force and 
Weight upon him; ſo, as to exert itſelf in 
an high fuperlative way, devoting to him 
the abfolute Empire of our Hearts. 

AN p it is obſervable, that this our Love 
of God is a Duty of ſuch infinite Weight 
and Moment in Religion, that becauſe it is 
certain, what our Saviour obſerves, that it 
is the fulfilling of the Lam as being a moſt 


refpe&, and indeed the only Principle or 
Motive, of it acceptable to him; we ſind 
it an Injunction to the choſen people, t id 2 
bote the Lord their God with all their Heart, befor 
with all their Sul and with all rheir Might: | Of hit 
But, as it was a bare Precept, ſo the Ma- coule 
" ifeſtations that were to ſupport it, (as far Stee 


as they were apprized of them) being ehief- | _ A 
ly thoſe of the divine Bounty in Temporal I . 1 5 
Bleſſings, and his pardoning Mercy; their any 
frequent Apoſtacies into Idolati y, are a too als 
pregnant Evidence how little Effect it had 3 
the p 

* them. Gre 
Wur gras the amazing Experictice 8 
Mankind receives of the divine Love in J Pen 


this | | N 
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this wonderful Diſpenſatiaꝝ, ba 28 natural- 


ly a moſt forcible influence to dilate the 


Soul, and inſpire, it with the higheſt Ar- 


dours to fall 48 little ſhort, 45 poſſible, of 
a fuitable Return. And it alone demon- 
ſtrates the great Advance of Happineſs they, 


by this Means, become capable of. 


Fon, ſince the Ways whereby. we * 


| Fr and enjoy God, ateKnewledge and 
Lowe, the latter, it is certain, will be much 
more fervent, the more claarqextenſive, and 


(if I may ſo ſpeak): adequate the former is; 
and the more exquiſite wiltbe the Happi- 


neſs, reſulting from both»: From-whencelt 
follows, that if, as appears, they had not 
before ſo clear, and extenſive a Knowledge 
of him communicated to them, their Love 


could not have been raiſed" to ſuch a De- 


Lows nor the Happineſs conſequent upon it. 


AN P it is 65 obſervable; that where- 


as the End of God's Mane ſtationt of 
himſelf, is not barely his own Glory, but 
the Happineſt of thoſe to whom they ate | 
made; and for that Reaſon it is wel, 
the partiewlar Duties they lead to and en- 
force, ſhould: be of a Nature adapted | to 


promote it: This is in no Inſtance more evi. 


— 


* 


* 
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dent, than in that of Love to him, which 
actuated and inflamed by thoſe Diſcoveriee, 
now mention'd, which he has made of him- 
ſelt, is the Source of the moſt delightful 
ann that me Reaſvn | is pere 
Of. ee 

Fox the ory ng eee 
muſt naturally reſult from that harmonious 
concurrence, which the Soul contemplates 
ol thoſe Beauties in him, tending; ſweetly to 
attract and raptivate a reaſonable Affection; 


and which will, in their Nature, prove moſt 


forcible Mattes, as of an awful and ſteady, 
oa generous, difintereſidd: Obedience, in 


Which Hope and Fear, are both ſwallowed 
Þap.by Love; the exalted Principle that 


1841 
v 1.5 4 


acts in Heayen,: and animates the. OP 
E juſt Men made perfect. 8 

So. that, as this ardent Tow kt na- 
turally from the moſt lively and extenſive 


Idea of the Excellencies and Perfectiont gf 


the divine Nature ſpecify d above; ſo it 
is an Act of the moſt exalted and accep- 
table Worſhip ; a Spring ęffectually enfor- 


_Eing all the practical Duties of Religion, and 


2 preparatory, Qualification for the raptu- 
Aus NYE ſas the future Life. 0h, 
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Fo R a plogious ſcenery of Ha ppineſs i in 
that State, may reaſonably be pled to 
conſiſt, *not ſo much in tlie external Splen- 
dor, and bliſsful - Accommodations of the 
Place itſelf,” as in the inward Diſpoſition of 
a Man's own Mind, with regard to the 
agreeableneſs of Temper to the infinite Ob. 
ject, upon which his Faculties are there to 
exert themſelves; and, indeed, without 
jp thy, he cold: find no ae of Huppineſe 1 in 
| its 
y, For; ſhould. he £0 into. | Eternity not 
in © -babitually refined and enobled by this in- 
d tellectual Piety, and ardent Love; inſtead 
at of faſtening for ever upon thoſe dazling 
n Beauties, he will be apt rather to turn a- 
way and fly from them, as ſome Creatures, 
a- we ſee, do from the Meridian Light; be- 
e cauſe: the exerciſe of his Poters upon an 
of unſuitable Object, would be a Penance ra- 
it ther than,a:Felicity : And the, more ſtea- 
p- dy- and, vigorous their Ply. is, the more 
A- nauſeous and . it "rnd. be to 
u-. SINCE 2 char ** of them, which | 

produces Happineſs, muſt be the Effect of a 
nafural Impulſe ariſing from their Agreeable- 
JR neſs 


86 Diſſertatian Cn. & cn. 8 
"neſs to the heavenly Object they a& upon; - oIf te 
it will falldw,. that, 28, fl certain Negree of ſcribed, 
laitablene(s|t9it,'acquired in this Life, is f mic 
neceſlary. Preparation for the loweſt Happi 
neſt of that to come; ſo thę more elevated AN 
Contemplatign of it, the Soul has here been; cure, 

inured to; the more adequategnd exten: 
five Perceptions the: has gained and che ine Nd. 
more ſteady and fervent her Lone is, from nent he 


che ſtrong Byals and Inclination thereby Na- ich 

turally contracted towards. it, the more ſur mall b 
prizingly Exquiſite will be the ee; th TTY, 
will hereafter enter pon. 00 tk of the 


A p becauſe there wth be different De Rem 't 
grees of it; and yet no envious Repinings, other R 
Piſcontent among the Saints above, it mullfiy 3 
Follow, that each ſhall be entirely replete pove e: 
As not capable of conceiving any Happineſ Nſt beat: 
greater than his own. Becauſe allo the diffe turous 
rent Degrees of that Happmeſs muſt arik tate o 
from the different Meaſures in which God n. 
the living, inexhauſtible-' Euuntain ot it thus ha 
| communicates himſelf 5 it is Obvious to con. y capt 

clude, That that Communication muſt an- pf the 

J wer the Capacity of the recipient: And, 
conſequently, the higher Degree of Per: 

| eln * en Soul bas now ET 
: IE DARLA Th * 


- e 


L 
- 


cn. 8. n Ae 8 oF 
i irfelf to, by the ſpiritual Exerciſes; here des 
of ſcribed; the more extenſive will that Com- 
munication boy aun the Happina ariling 
em id. li '5 4908 
Amp,; if we in have Liberty to don- 
jecture, that the reſpective Perceptions of ar 
ny of thoſe glorious Attributes of the di- 
vine Nature, and the Habits of the perma- 
ent heavenly Virtues reſulting: from them; 
rhich we carry out of this World with us, 
ſhall be mightily enlarged and improved; 
but no new ones added, and that the Stint 
Jof the Happineſs of every Saint ſhall arife 
e. rom thence : It will amount to yet a far- 
her Reaſon, why the Soul muſt, in this 
Life, be habitually familiarized (as is as 
Dove expreſſed) to qualify it for the bright 
ſt beatifick Viſion, and to act with that rap- 
rous Extaſy, proper to the more exalted 
State-of Heaven; Conſidering, eſpecially, 
at when it paſſes into that bliſsful Place, 
hus happily prepared, it will be ſo entire- 
y captivated with the very firſt perception 
f the divine Glory, as never, to all Eter- 
ity, to be able to withdraw its Eye. 
Fo R, ſince a created Intelle& can ne- 
er be capable of fully * all 
that 
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ledge, every glorious raviſhing Idea gained 
ceſſively for ever. 


Rays of the moſt dazling Glory ; it ſhallf 
have, at once, a Senſe * moſt entire Satis- | 
faction, and inceſſant Longings, ever fathom hin 


58 21 Diſſertation Cn. 8 
ut is diſcoverable in an infinite Being, (as 


cdbſequerit from the Manifeſtations ſpecified 
above) every new Attainment of Know. 


will ſpring frelh, winged, and enflamed 
Deſires of farther Diſcovery, and ſo ſuc- 


In ſhort, the Soul being in B Witt 
God, and glanced upon by numberleſ 


ing, and ever endeavouring to fathom that poſſib 
72 of Excellence. gradu. 

For when by theſe habitual preparato- 
ry Exerciſes in this Life, of ſeraphic| 
Knowledge and Love, it has gained lively 
Ideas, and, as it were, a feeling of the di 
vine Nature: This, when it paſſeth int 
Eternity, will, like a vital Spring, give 
perpetual Ply to all its Powers ; ſo tha 


as the Underſianding will be eternally e Works 
tertained with ſuch an infinity of Truth deas 0 


as it may be diſcovering and contemplating which, 


for ever; fo hall the Vill be eternallj imper | 
gratify'd with ſuch an infinity of Goodneſi Vine 'N 


g ca. 8. in Auſtum, &c. 8g 


(2s * , nag. e d anne and 1 
rale. 
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3 then, upon the 1 its «by 
the habitual vigorous perozpizion of the moſt 
adorable Attributes ſpecify'd above, and 
ſtraining to the utmoſt poſſible imitatiom of 
them ; as allo by the conſequent regular 
Practice of all heavenly. Virtues thereby. ne- 
I ceflarily enforced ; that the moſt acceptable 
Worſkip; and moſt warthy of God, is paid 
to him; and our Souls attain the higheſt 
poſſible Happineſs in this Life, and are 


Stute, and ſet, as it were, Uniſons to the 
Harmony of Heaven: No more need be 


a Religion muſt needs be, that is built, (as 
that before, and independent of our Lord's 
Appearance in the Fleſh ſeems chiefly to have 
been) on the Manifeſtations reſulting from the 
Works of ' Creation and Providence, the I- 
deas of God's infinite VViſdom and Powers 
which, as they yield but a very ſcanty and 
inmperfes View of the Beauties of the di- 
vine Nature; ſo being inimitable Perfecti- 
Jons of it, could make no Impreſſions ten- 
N ding 


3 


gradually - elevated to that future: bliſsful 


ſaid to evince how comparatively deficient 
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Diſſertation Cx. 8. 
ding to animate an holy Ambition in Man- 
kind, for endeavouring a reſemblance of it: 


And, conſequently, could, upon the Com- 
pariſon, contribute little towards their 


Happineſs, in this Life; or, as a prepara- 
tory Qualification for the higheſt of that 
to come: Since, as has been ſhewn, their 


Happineſs properly ſo called, as ration 
Agents, conſiſts in knowing and cleaving to 


God, and aſpiring to be {ike him; ſo that 
the more extenſive, ſteady and yigorou; 


thoſe. Acts are, the more exquiſite muſt be 
the Happine ſu ariſing from them. | 


Ix appears. therefore, I preſume; in ana 
de from that has been already ſaid; 
that there were important and every wa 


ſufficient Reaſons, vhy God might have plea 


Fed to permit the Fall of Adam, on account 
of the ineſtimable Benefit to Mankind, firl 


mentioned, as conſequent upon it: The 
providing a Means by virtue of our Lord 
Stipulation, for the receiving them to Mer 


cy, after repeated, and even habitual Viola 


tions of his Laws. And becauſe of the 
May thereby opened for a much more ex. 
tenſive and perfect Diſcovery ot himſelf, b 
fluch ee »“ of his glori 


Ous 
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reach 
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iflue « 
a 200 
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only 
tinue 


ous Attributes, as above expreſſed. There 
was, I ſay, infinite Reaſon why he ſhould 
have thus opened a Way, by an amazing 
reach of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, for the 
more full Diſcovery of himſelf; and that 


lebrated by the whole rational Creation, and 
the tranſcendent Advantages to them con- 
ſequent upon it; but more particularly, 
and above all to Mankind, as appearing in- 
eſtimably greater than they would have at- 
tained, had our firſt Parents been preſer- 
ved: Or had their perſonal Tranſgreſſion 


dl ſelves, leaving their Poſterity, each to the 
4s iſſue of his own Conduct. Happy indeed, in 
led 


a good meaſure, if he ſtood; but irreverſibly 
Sema without the leaſt hopes of Atonement, 
or any Relief by Repentance, in caſe of Sin. 

Nay, it appears that the Happrzeſs they 
are now made capable of riſing to, ſince 
our Lord's actual Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, 
is of an higher Nature, and much more ex- 
tenſive and refined than what, in all pro- 
bability they could have acquired, had not 
only Adam, but they elves! allo con- 
Au tinyed innocent. 110} 0 
Ox N 2 
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with regard both to his own Glory, as ce- 


50d brought Death and Miſery only on them» 
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1 here alſo farther obſerve, with refe- 
rence to what has been ſhewn above; that 
fince the inexorable Severity of God's Ju- 


ſticè, could not any other way have been 


ſet forth in ſo dreadful a manner, unlefs it 
could have made as high a Demand; or an 
equally precious and coſtly Sherifice, with 
that of our bleſſed Lord, could have been 
given up and offered to it; ſince alſo, on 
the other ſide, therè could not Habe been 
ſo ſignal an Inſtance of his Goodneſs, Me 
cy and Love, unleſs he could, any. other 
way, have ftrain'd to as great, and (if! 
may ſo ſpeak) as Self-denying Expenice for 
the extending it, as the bitter Sufferings and 
Death of his only begotten, his eternal Son: 
And ſince laſtly, how infinitely pure, holy, 
and abhorrent of Sin his Nature is, could 


not have been ſhewn in ſo lively and con- 


vincing a way, as by denying Mankind all 
manner of acceſs to the Throne of Grace 


(either as being, or, at leaſt, having been 


Sinners) except by the Interpoſition of ſo 


highly dignify'd and authoritative a Media- 


tor, uflels he had reſolved never to admit 
them at all; it is very plain, there could 
not have been ſo high an Evidence given of 
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that his infinite Purity and Holineſs, conſi- 
ſent with his Goodneſs, Mercy and Love. 
I conclude therefore, as evident upon the 


Ev bole, what I propoſed to. Sew, that hg 


could not have been manifeſted to ſo great 
Advantage any other way, for the ſpring- 
ing in a Light upon the whole rational 
reation, = enabling them, in ſuch a 
meaſure, to ſee him as he irg not as to the 
external brightneſs of his 'Mujeſty, viſible 
only in the heavenly State; but that inward 
nellectual Glory of the tranſcendent Excel- 
encies and Perfections of his Nature. 
Tnus + in, the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, is 
ven us the Light of the Knowledge of 
be Glory of God, 5 the Fate of Jeſus Chriſt, 
und though (as he there adds) We have 


nd undoubtedly would have upon us, if 
uly attended to, he elſewhere: deſcribes. 
bat we all with open Face beholding, as in 
Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, are tranj- 
ned into the ſame Image, from Glory to 
lory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


2c. iy. 6. * 2 cin. ii 18. 


CHAP, 


bis Treaſure in eurt hen Veſſels ;' in Bodies 
bject to many Weakneſſes and Infirmi- 
ies: Vet the genuine Effect which it ought, 
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0 HAP. aL 
of the Ads of Mankind in 


certain other Rejpetts, as affe 
ded by the Fall of Adam. 


T W our e hitherto to 
point out the Particulars, in reſerence 
to which they were great Gainers by it. 
How far, on the other fide, they were Ls 
ſers, on account of any Weakneſs, or De- 
pravity. and Corruption derived upon. their 
Nature from him: I ſhall "preſume to de: 
termine : Only I obſerve in general, that 
great Numbers of them have often reſiſted 
much ſtronger, and more alluring Tempta. 
tions than that by which he fell. | 

So that whatever he was able to do by 
his own ſtrength (at leaſt as far as appeat 
by what he did) they have riſen to, an- 


incomparably more, by that ſupernaturi 


Grace ſtipulated to be vouchſafed, by Vir 
tue of the Over-ballance of our . $4 


tiefaftion to the Sins of the World: Hi 


—_— being, as e n ſo al 
1 


Cn. « 
ſo va 
infinit 


tread 1 
Wrath 
Perſon 
ſuch, 
tion o 
ever 
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cre ; 

Action: 
one of 
bed tc 


itſelf, 


ſuffer 


that, 
ings ar 


tribute 
need 


Cu. 9. in Anſwer, dec. _ 
ſo valuable beyond Conception; even of 
infinite Efficacy and Merit, by reaſon of the 
perſonal "Vue in him of the divine Na- 
ture. | 

| For, tho it was en fmpadible i it t mould any 
way. partake in them: Nor even did it ſo 
ſupport the human Nature, as to alleviate 
and abate their Extremity; but left it to 
tread. the Wine-preſs alone of the Father's 
Wrath : Yet ſince-what is done to, or by a 
Perſon, may not only be aftrmed of it as 
ſuch, but applied to it under the denomina- 
tion of either of its Natures. unto which ſo- 


ever of them it properly belongs; ſince 


alſo this is the Style and Notion of Scrip- 


ture; where, in ſpeaking of Men, the 
Aliont and Paſſions properly belonging to 
one of their Natures, are ordinarily aſcri- 
bed. to the other, as well as to the Perſon 
itſelf. And ſince, Laſily, The Perſon that 
ſuffer'd being both God and Man, we find 
that, agreeably to this, our Lord' s$_ Suffer- 
ings are 7 there alſo, by the holy Spirit, at- 
tributed to his divine Nature; there can 
need nothing farther to evidence an 


* us = 33 2. Iſa. xlix. 26. Gen . 16. Ve. 
F * x. 28. 1 Jobn iii. 16. 1 Cor. ii. S. 8 


overflowing 
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115 


A s to o chat ** leſpecki in which ads are 
confidered as Sufferers, by God's curſing the 
Ground for Adams Sin; It has been gene- 
rally lamented, in that, whereas before, it 
abundantly ſupply d whatever was requilite 
for his Neceſſity or Delight; the Glory 
and Beauty of it being thenceforward de- 
faced, Thorns and Thiſtles were its ſpon- 
taneous Crop; but it was to be forced to 
yield its ſeful Increaſe, which entail'd up- 
on him a toilſome laborious Life, dooming 
him to eat his Bread in that Swear 7” it 
it was gotten. 

T x1s it muſt de was a Pb 
eiation which appear d with an Air of great 
Severity, and as a heavy Puniſhment upon 
his Poſterity. But if we look nearer, it wo 
be found i in A a great Bleſſing. 

Fo if a Man has not Sttength ſow 
Ser of Spitit to employ his Leiſure 
wiſely and virtuouſly, and fo to govern 
the Bounty and Splendour of Fortune, as 
to ſuck out only the Sweats of them; a 
Life of — Labour and Induſtry, is 
undoubtedly 


Cn 
undc 


ſince 
held 


happ 
Temp 


overf 
rally 
petit. 
and 1 
other 
neith 


Satan 
furniſi 
Temp 
leſs Id 
them. 


So t 


dazle t 
verſally 
elt Am 
ſtructiv 


undoubtedly the ſafeſt and moſt proper State; 
ſince his Powers being thereby engaged and 
held down to a conſtant Ply, he will be 
happily plac'd out of the Road of numberleſs 


Temptations: The pamper'd Indolence ot 


overflowing Circumſtances tending natu- 
rally to open many vicious extravagant Ap- 


petites and Deſires, in their Nature, as fickle 


and various as unbounded, which would 
otherwiſe have been ſo kept ſmother d, as 
neither to be Matter of Guilt to himſelf; 
nor of Miſchief and Scandal to the World. 

TA R Mind of Man is of ſuch reſtleſs Acti- 


vity, that if Wiſdom and Virtue give it not 0 


right Turn, and care be not taken to keep i 

ſo employ'd, it will be ſure to ſet it ſelf on 
Work, joyning in with the Inſinuations of 
Satan; and as Riches (no leſs than Power) 
dum Means and Opportunities, ſo alſo 
Temptations to evil, by Reaſon of that liſt- 


leſs Idleneſs which too commonly attends 


them. 

So that that Wealth and Diſtinction, which 
dazle the Eyes of Mankind, and are uni- 
verſally deſired and purſued with the keen- 
eſt Ambition, prove in Reality the moſt de- 
ſtructive finiſhing Plagues and Judgments 

0 to 


97 


4, 9 — — * 


8 N 
; : 

7 

1 

ö 

F 

; 

7 
1 

'P | 


— 2 


« — = — — 
. « — n — a 5 J 2 
mee ̃]˙ QX 7˙— 8 _—_— . — 
* 7” 1 — Whip oor = 


F 


3 


* — ac 2 
- 75 Crs Ae k 
7 La —- . 
r 


: 


1 
5 
1 
1 


* 
_ re — 2 
S . — RIe-7 On TR. 
> 2 > ee GT 
” I a” : 8 


N , 1 _ N K K * 9 * = * 1 
c N * e — * 5 1 5 r Po + 
* 1 : i” 5 n 
"er . : = 8 Wes 
* : + 
? . OF 
; ” 4, , al 2 
4 % * 


98 A Diſſertation sf] 9. 
to ſuch, (who I doubt are too too many) 
whom they either blow up with Pride, or 
lull into a thoughtleſs carnal Security ; and 
in both Reſpects point them out ways to 
burthen their Account with very many - 
tems of Guilt, which, if in Mercy, crampt by 
a a neceſſitous Fortune, they had happily eſca- 
BOG -- 1 5 5 1 


ANOTHER very valuable Advantage 


from this Curſe, which doomed Mankind 
to Labour and Induſtry is, that, as it pre- 
{erves the bodily Powers vegeteand active 
ſo it refines and raiſes thoſe of the Mind; 
forceing the more prompt, mercurial Spirits 
upon polite and beneficial Studies ; the In- 
vention of Arts, and ſearching into the Cau- 
ſes, Natures, and Dependencies of Things; 
whereby many ſurprizing Diſcoveries are 
wrought out, highly uſeful to the World, 
and for the Delight- and Ornament of hu- 
mane Life; And which the State of Inno. 
cence would probably have known nothing 
of; ſince Endeavours are apt to ſtagnate 
when not inſpirited by hopes of Reward. 
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To this may be added laſtly ; that the 


neceſſitous State of Mankind occaſioning ma- 


ny Wants, and conſequently mutual Depen- 


dencies, drives Men of Courſe, to unite in 


Socteties and cement Friendſhips; creating a 


mutual Tenderneſs, with a Senſe, and Ab- 
horence of Oppreſſion and all Injuſtice ; and 


inſtilling univerſally a benevolent Diſpoſition, 


All which being the natural Ties of Diſci- 
pline and good Order, it is a State which 


may juſtly be conſider'd, as inuring them to 
ſuch ſocial Virtues, as are not only of great 
Advantage to the World, but very accepta- 
ble. to God, and preparatory to their future 
Happineſs; the Practice of which would not 


have been neceſſary enforced in a State of | 
independent Sufficiency and ſpontaneous Af- 


fluence. _ 

S o that upon the whole, that Curſe, in 
the natural and neceſſary Conſequences 
of it, may more properly be eſteemed the 
reſult of the Divine Mercy than Juſtice, con- 
ſidering the Circumſtances of Mankind, 


AN D the ſame it is evident, may be ſaid 
as to the Mortality, they by this means alſo 
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became ſubject to ; nothing being more ob- 
vious than to conceive, that it was neceſſary 
Sin and Death ſhould have come into the 
World together, and that were Men now from tt 
immortal, it would be but a very indifferent II ſay, t 
Place; ſince we have ſuch Tragical Expe- Nendleſs 
rience, that Capital Puniſhments are the only 
Means that can be uſed, and thoſe ſcarce ef. 
fectual, for preventing infinite Confuſion and 
Miſchiefs in it. all 

No indeed is it credible, chat the very 
Tree ofLife it ſelf, would be an infallible and 
univerſal Preſervative of Immortality, without 
a conſtant Series of miraculous Interpoſi- 
tions, as the preſent State of the World is. Preſſor. 
For F ince its Virtue, we may preſume, exten. Immort- 
ded only to a Relief againſt the ordinary de- tage to 
cays of Nature, not the Impreſſions of out- Node of 
ward Violence, thoſe Quarrels and Duellings rmd 
which we ſee now ſo frequent, as well as Itrample 
Battles and Maſſacres, the more tragical Ef- pe an i 
fects of Ambition and Cruelty, would cauſe ſhe pre 
equal Ravage and Devaſtation, and open as . 
wide and quick a Paſſage to the other 
World. 

AND after all, Death muſt be conſider'd 
28 a great and very defirable Advantage to 

| * 


and wil 


No! 


good Men in particular, as a Means of eſcape 
from 4 Place where they can't be happy, 
mix'd as they are, and liable to Annoyances 
from their Society with the Evil: An Eſcape, 
I ſay, thro' the Gates of the Grave, into an 
endleſs State of exquiſite Felicity, ſecure, 
and without alloy. 

No R can it be doubted, how valuable an 
Happineſs it is to thoſe who languiſh under 
Oppreſſion, or any Kind of Diſtreſs, that they 
Ire capable of taking Sanctuary in the Grave, 
phere the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
t he Weary are at reſt; where the Priſoners 
r Teſt together, and hear not the Voice of the Op- 
Se Preſſor. So that all Things conſider d, an 
n. Bmmortal Life here, could be of Advan- 
e- tage to but a very few; the mighty Nim- 
t- ſhods of the Earth, whoſeTyrannous Inſolence 
arm'd with Soveraignty, rides over, and 
ramples upon all about them : But would 
be an inexpreſſible Miſery to the Bulk, in 
the preſent State of the World. 
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VVV TVC 
Of the Force of our Saviour's Ex- 3 
ample, for rectiſying the moral] made 
Errors, reforming the Vices, and cue 
noble 


thereby advancing the Happineſ of Go, 


of Mankind. Fra 38 to 1 
| I Happin 
ET bende been obſerv d above, that the ous 
ſecond Reſpect, in which our Lord's Sti conſide 
pulation made immediately upon the Fall H  « 
and thePromiſe publiſh'd purſuant to it, wer ¶ Doctrin 
an invaluable Advantage to them, confiſt-{munica 
ed, in that they were thereby made capaſſcepts of 
ble of attaining far greater Happineſs thai But the 
they would have been, had our firſt Parents: Ex; 
continued innocent ; It having been ſhewnſſpear, co 
alſo, that the proper Happineſs of Man, a Way ; a 
a rational Agent, muſt confiſt in knowing anÞ* was t. 
cleaving to God, and endeavouring an Ini the 
tation of him, and that the more he does ſoaviour 
it muſt be the greater; and laſtly, we hav 
| F „u 
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ing ſet forth likewiſe, the direct and forcible 

Influence of the glorious Manifeſtations of 
the Divine Attributes, made by means of 
what our Lord did and ſuffer'd in the Fleſh, 

for the conferring on him that ineſtimable 
Benefit ; it yet remains, that I addreſs my 
-I ſelf to ſhew what farther Advances were 
made towards that bleſſed End, by the Ex- 
ample our Lord has left us, as inſpiring a 
noble Ambition of riſing into a Reſemblance 
of God in Holineſs and Purity of Life; ſo 
as to ſanity the Knowledge, and crown the 
Happineſs reſulting from thoſe other glori- 
ous Mamijeſtations of his Nature” already 
conſider d. 

H Is moſt admirable, abd try Divine 
Doctrine might have been otherwiſe com- 
Imunicated with equal Authority, as the Pre- 
ſcepts of the Law were to the choſen People, 
But the ineſtimable Benefit accruing from 
enilhis Example, was what, it will probably ap- 
ewlJpear, could not have been gain'd any other 
n, 4 Way; as alſo that, as ſet forth in his Perſon, 
andi was the moſt effectual Means, for redtify- 


Ini ing the moral Errors, and reforming the Be- 
5 ſo haviour of Mankind. 
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Fon there were very many Vices, they 


were almoſt generally tainted with, which 
were the Cauſes of infinite Confuſion, and 
Miſchiefs in the World; and yet the Re- 


medies againſt ſo diffuſive an Evil, had little 


or no Effect: For in a way that is rugged 


and difficult, it is not enough to bid Men 
20 on ; but he that commands muſt go be 
fore, and make a Track. Nay conſidering 
how readily Men follow the Vices of thoſe 


whoſe Virtues they will not imitate: And 
the Failures. of great and . wiſe Men too 


certainly and fatally infect, where their 
excellent Qualities are not regarded; it is 
no Wonder the glorious Things, the Philoſo- 
pbers writ in Commendation. of Virtue, 
whilſt themſelves lived enen, rathe 


to corrupt. 0 


TAE leaſt tne can be aid is; chat i 
for Inſtance, there are lofty Strains in Ti 
about Steadineſs and Magnanimity, in Times 
of Danger, and he himſelf, ſoon after, ſhew: 


a mean and abject Spirit, it is apt to make 


even, his Eloquence ſeem dry and taſtleſs. 
OR, if Seneca flaſhes ſurprizingly with 
pointed Smartneſs, and force of Argument, 


about. 


Cu. 
about 
at the 
with 
and h 
be te 


mes 
EW 


ake 


with 
ent, 


Gout 


ny ein of the World Shen he lives, 
at the ſame Time, in Royal State, oveifiims 
with Wealth, and is indefatigably graſping 
and heaping more; a Man of Senſe would 
be tempted to deſpite bim rather than the 
Riches and Grandeur he decrys: Or even 
{uſpe& him of Deſign to draw others into 
Neglect, that he himſelf might more eafily 
engroſs. 

Nori N is more evident; thau that 
Rules and Precepts are but inſipid lifelefs 
Things, utllefs' quickened and envigorated 
by Examplet. The Publication of the Lat 
to the choſen People, was enforced by the 
moſt dreadful Impreſſions of awtul 555 
and yet cheir Behaviour ſoon ſhewed the 
Inſufficiency of bare Precepes, for a ſteady 
Regulation ol Practice. 

Laws it muſt be owned, lay an Obli- 
gation ; but Examples have Lite and Force, 
giving Duty its true Point of View, as not 
barely practicable; bur eaſy and familiar: 
In a Word; thole direct, but theſe alſo en- 
cline ; thoſe inſtruct the Judgment, but 
theſe move and proſelyte the Affeclions; 
25 a ſenſſble and very encouraging Evidence, 
that thoſe Things which for their Excellence 
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45 the Objects oft our Admiration, may, 
for their being practicable, be o Be wie of 
our Endeavour. WA 

Ax excellent Good, i . may 
indeed be ſufficient to create intenſe De- 
f res: But the Pointing out, (which Exam 
le does) the certain. Means of obtaining it, 
adds Hope t to thoſe, Deſi res, and wipes Re- 
ſolution. 

AN D therefore Arrian, I conceive, comes 
niuch nearer the Point, when ſetting forth 
the Character of a. Perſon, qualify d to re. 
form the World, whom he ſtyles the Apo- 
Tile or olaf ador of Heaven, the Orator of 
God to Mankind; tells us he ſhould be with 
out Houſe or ſettled, Habitation; and gene- 
thy Tpeaking, all other worldly Accommoda- 

Tions : That he ſhould be armed With ſuch 
invincible Patzence,, under, extreme Suffer- 
mngs, as if he were inſenſible; And, upon 
the whole, be. a. Spectacle ot Dedlitution _ 
Miſery t to the Eyes of the World. 

I 1s noble Philoſopher wanted no other 
Guidance than that of good Senſe, to draw 
the Delcri; iption of, 4 *. er [on ſo. very nearly re- 
ſembling the. Cireuſtances | of qur Bleſſed 
Los a, whom. God actually appointed to 
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that great Office ; the being not only A 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, but the nobleſt 


and moſt illuſtrious Example of Virtue that 


ever was, or can be propounded to the 
World: In whom all Grace, and Goodneſs 
ſhone forth in their brighteſt Glory and Per- 


tection, throughout the Courſe of his Mini- 


fry bas” on Earth; that the Intereſts: of 
Virtue and Piety might, in the moſt effectu- 


al Way pollible, be conſulted and provided 


for, by his thus coming into the World to 
give ſuch a glorious and every way unparal- 


lel'd Example of them: And that in a man- 
ner moſt admirably ſuited, as to anſwer the 


Neceſſities of Mankind; ſo to be an ab- 


folutely, perfect and unerring Direction; ſince 
we can no way be more certainly informed, 


how God would have us live, than by ob- 
ſerving how he himſelf lived, when he was 
pleaſed to aſſume our Nature: And in par- 
ticular it maß be confi dered, N 


Fi. TRT Fra is what a oned 
the Fall, not of the Rebel. Angels only, but 
of our Firſt Parents:  Avice the moſt hate- 
ful to God of all others, and moſt abſo- 
W incapacitating for the Emanations of 
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his Mercy and Goodneſs ; and. yet what 
Mankind are moſt generally tainted. with: 
Thoſe Accompliſhments and Excellencies 
of their rational Nature, which tend to ſe- 
cure them from any other Sin, proving, of 
courſe, (as was probably the Caſe of thoſe 
apoſtate Spirits) a Temptation, to this. 

Ir may ſeem indeed as ſurprizir as la- 
mentable, to conſider that the ver Perfec- 
tion of a Creature, ſhould be ſo liable to 
become the Occaſion of its Ruin, Bur it 
ſhews bow Neceſſary, and of what Advan- 
tage it muſt have. been to them, that the 
moſt ſignal Example ſhould be given of Hu- 
mility, Ind what they would naturally ſtrain 
to the Imitation of, with the keeneſt En- 
deavour. 

AN p it is im poſſible a more amazing 
Inſtance ſhould his been given of it, un. 
leſs a, Perſon of more eminent Dignity than 
our bleſſed Lord, could have viſited the 
World, and fo . himſelf in it: Nor 
is it poſſible any Example could more force- 
ably recommend itſelt to Our Imitation, un- 


leſs a Perſon could have appeared in our 
Fleſh more deſerving our Admiration; or 
who could have endeared himſelf to us by 


in 
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eater Benefits, With ſuch. infinite Reaſon 
was it, that he ſingles out this particular 


Virtue in which * he propoſes. himſelf a 
Pattern to us. 


Ac Ain, „ Secondly, As to Contempt if the 
World, no one can doubt how highly Ad- 
vantageous it muſt be, for the Reformation 
Jof Mankind, that a great and ever memo- 
) | rable Example ſhould have been given of it: 
t Since, as we are ſurrounded with Objects, 
and preſt with Inclinations of Senſe; ſo an 
over-eager and paſſionate Fondneſs for the 
Things here below, which miniſter Temp- 
n tations to it, may juſtly be eſteemed the 
L fatal Rock which bars the Haven of eternal 
IHappineſs, and has wreckt many Millions of 
g Pouls, which otherwiſe might have proſpe- 
n. Nrouſly entered. 

Now it is impoſſible any Example of 
this kind could have been given, in its own 
Nature, tending to make a deeper Impreſſi- 
on than that of our bleſſed Lord, unleſs it 
ould have been more perfectly voluntary 
and of Choice in any, as having the Things 
he contemned, more abſolutely in his Pow- 
r; or unleſs it were poſlible any Perſon's 
* Matz. xi. 29. 


Example 
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Example could be of greater Authority, 45 
capable of 2 a jafter Value on what 
he ſo def piſed. ee 


” * 
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Ir is certain, nothing . be a more 
ftinging Affront, than what God thought 
fit, in this amazing Inſtance, to put upon all 
the ſplendor of Fortune; the magnificence 
of Buildings, Furniture, Equipage, and othe: 
Gayeties, Which ſo dazle the Eyes of world 
iy Men: It being not conceivable, that 
had there been impreſſed on theſe, the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Characters of Honour and Me. 
rit ; or had they been certain Marks of the 
divine Favour, the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, the Lord of Glory, would, of choice 
have been born and lived under the Want 
of them. Nay, had they any Thing of rei 
Value in themſelves, was not he beſt qua 
lify'd of any, to diſtinguiſh and make A 
Eſtimate . 
six cx then the deſerted Circumſtance 
of his Birth and Courſe of Life, (in realit 
more deſtitute, as he himſelf obſerves, tha 


thoſe of the Fowls and wild Beaſts,) cor 


reſponded fo exactly with his aſtoniſhin 


Humility, in taking Humane Nature upd! 
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0 him; In 3 he enjoy d none of the good 
8 Things, and ſuffer d all the Evils incident 
t to it: What a Rebuke is this Circumſtance 
to the _ and alleRted A of Dias 
kind 9 BA. 
e SO 0 LD it not 8 1 2 a 
ht eee of ſuch Glitterings, the Riches 
and Bravery of the World e When he refu- 
ce] ſed ſo; much as to have them in his Poſ- 
ier I ſeſſon, ſhould they ſuffer them to poſleſs 
dl their Hearts ? When he was dead to all 
hat the Reliſhes of corporeal Life, ſhould they 
di- live entirely to Senſe ? Since, eſpecially, 
od in the Method his Providence has ob- 
ſerved, in this great Tranſaction, has given 
us a moſt; pregnant Evidence how little Va- 
lue he ſets on theſe Things ? Nay, had they 
been ſuch, about which our Self-denial 
were not to be exerciſed; is it poſſible to 
imagine our Sa viouy's Life (every Period of 
which was ſo highly exemplary and inſtru- 
I dive) would have ee us 0 e 2 
15 rank ite 0 ssl 


Th 4 135 808 8 | 
Bu T, Tin As to Meekneſ; and Pa- 
Hence, it is but too evident, that Men have 
ern ſuch. an overweening/ Opinion of 
| their 
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their own Merit, as makes them look for not Mind 
only kind Uſage, but Reſpect, and even Ser. +__ 
vices from thoſe about them; 3 On which Ac- motic 
, coutit, we obſerve them in an Hear, and iſ, 
8 fretting whenever diſappointed. They are and © 
. apt to be enflamed by Neglects, and ſtung 


Enem 


out tl 
| by every Provocation : And they not only MET: 
_ teel theſe Diſorders upon any Affronts, or ſ ,,,.. l 


ill Treatment from others; but too often affich 
loſe their Temper, by Repining and Froward- 


neſs, under every diſaſterous Circumſtance . 
that befalls them from the Hand of God; Groſs 
fluttering in the Net of Miction, which ſtriv ; 
= ruffles and hampers them the more. be St: 
 F AND this being a Frame of Spitit which Prayer 
= lays them open to the moſt dangerous deſtru- Mercy 
= Qive Temptations, and withholds the fireng- ry ang 
| wwdeſtening Influences of divine Grace; it if poſ 
ö ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary, that they ſhould hin” 
| | have had ſet before them, the higheſt and if 


„ moſt influential. Example poſſible of Pati. 
'F ence and Meeckneſs, which 145 trace them 
out the Way to Happineſs, through the moſt 
diſtaſteful Circumſtances incident to hu. 


man Life. 
A p ſuch was that of our eſſed Lind 


ra e, ; 
| who * a ſteady poiſe, and equality of ** 6 
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Mind, as 3 as the Malice of his 


Enemies; not only enduring without Com- 


motion, the perverſeſt Contradiction of Sin- 


ners againſt bimſelf; the Scoffs, Reproaches, 


and Contempts of the vileſt of Men, 3 
out the Courſe of his painful Mini ſtry: 
towards the Period of it, tho' 10 hex 
was like unto his Sorrow, with which God, 
afflicted him, in the Day of his fierce Anger; 


Even when he was buffetted, ſcourged, 


crowned with Thorns, and nailed to the 
Croſs, he opened not * Mouth: He did not 
ſtrive nor cry, neither was his Voice heard in 
the Streets, unleſs in breathing out fervent 
Prayers for his Murderers, and imploring 
Mercy for them, even when under the ve- 
ry anguiſh of his Sufferings; as more ready: 
if poſſible, to R than ay to injure 
him. 


HE encountered this” Agonies of that 
ſhameful and accurſed Death, not with an 
Air of ftoical Roughneſs, or Contempt, but 
a true Patience: In that, as he wasendow'd 
with thoſe robuſt athletick Virtues of Cou- 
rage, Wiſdom, Conſtancy and Reſolution; 
lo he felt the ſofter Paſſions : And the Com- 

Q plexion 
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plexion of his Faculties being ſo delicate, 
as we may well conceive, like a good In- 
ſtrument nicely tuned, he anſwered the 
ſlighteſt Touches, having an exquiſite Per- 

ception of every Obje&; which made him 
drink yet more deeply of that bitter Cup, 
by a lively and moſt. affecting Senſe of 
Pain. 


N. o w ſince Affronts, and ill Treatment, 
draw their Aggravation from the Oualit) 
and Innocence of the Perſon ſuffering, no 
one could poſſibly have Right to look with 
higher Indignation, upon che Provocations 
and Injuries he received: So that no great- 
er and more eminent Example of Patience 
and Meekneſs, could poſſibly be ſet forth to 
Mankind; unleſs a Perſon of ſuperior Dig- 
nity, and more perfect Innocence, could take 
our Nature upon him, and be ſubjected to 
extremeſt Sufferings in it: Nor could any 
Example poſſibly be more influential, and 
more forceably recommend itſelf (unleſs 
we are utterly loſt to all that is ingenuous, 
tender, and confiderate in human Nature) 
ſince the Sufferings by which it was illu- 


ſtrated, were undergone, not for his owy, . 


i ap 


but for our Guilt. 


G. 
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appear 
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Nature 
vine. 
For, 
Winds 
yery 1 
Da#kni 
ſullen 


Hea e 
doubt, 


"ad this Ops: minds me 6h 
conſider, that if we reflect farther on the 
amazing Power which ſeconded his Mini- 


ſtry, the Allurement of his Example will 


appear yet more vigorouſly enforced, as 
receiving a diſtinguiſhing Beauty and Lofite 
from it: In that he ſhewed forth, as all the 
Tenderneſs and Meekneſs of the Humane 
Nature, fo all the 1 Of the” Di 
dine. 

For, tho! it was ſuch, as, not only the 
Winds and Sea obeyed, but reached the 
very inmoſt Receſles of the Kingdom of 
Da#kneſs, and forced an immediate, tho? 
ſullen and much regretted Compliance from 
Apoſtate Sirits; yet it was tempered with 
fo much Clemency, that thoſe only were the 


Subjects that trembled under it. 
HE did not terrify the World by Farth: 


quakes,. or removing Mountains, * ſpeak- 
ing the Sun into Darkneſs, or the Moon into 
Blood: Much leſs by infliting National 
Plagues and Fudgments, like Moſes on the 
Land of Egypt, or calling down Fire from 
Heaven, as Elias did. Such Podere, no 
doubt, would as effectually have evidenced 
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116 a Diſſertation Cu. 10. 
his divine Miſſion; but might withal have 

injected a ſuperſtitious Dread of that Inſti- 
tution, whoſe Author had given ſo terrible 
a Hanſel of his Omnipotence. ks 

On the contrary therefore, that the Re- 
We he taught might be as Amiable and 
Endearing i in the Moti ves of its Credibility, 
as it was in its Precepts, when known, and 
praiſed ; the Miracles wrought by him, 
were not more the Evidences of his Fee 
than Goodneſs. 

H , at once, aſtoniſhed and charmed his 
Hearers, by his thus exerting himſelf in a 
Way of zealous and extenſive Beneficence, 
going about doing good without: diſtinction 
or reſerve. This was the noble and gene- 
rous Deſign, he purſued with an invincible 
Chearfulneſs and Serenity of Mind, an un- 
daunted Reſolution under the greateſt Diſ- 
couragements, and with unwearied Induſtry 
and Vigour; breaking the Dominion of 
Satan, and reſcuing both the deluded and poſ- 
ſeſt by evil Spirits; and * healing every Sick- 
neſs, and every Dyes among the People. 


Mat. ix. 35. 
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Tux moſt inveterate Maladies could 
not hold their Preſcription, but fled inſtant- 
> | ly from under his Hands; and others“ 

. ged the very Adam Power of 
his Command: Nay; the ever- flowing Foun- 
tan of healing Vertue within him ſtreamed 
, | forth, even + without his Concurrence, to 
d crown the Faith of the Diſeaſed. And 
, what is yet more, he for ced the Encloſures 
„Jof the Grave, which could not detain its 

Priſoners when called out by him. 
is Now, fince his Miraculous Powers all 
a concenter'd to diſtinguiſh him, as the Mo- 
e, del of all other Perfection, ſo a moſt re- 
n {| nowned and unparallel'd Benefactor, it muſt 
e | tend, of Courſe, to bind Men down to 
le the moſt devoted and zealous Obſervance of 
a- || him, by the Cords of irreſiſtible Love. 
il. Their reverential Gratitude muſt give every 
y | g00d Work of his (and every Work of his 
of was good) the Force of a moſt engaging 
JÞ Pattern. EY Of 2 


BU UT more eſpecially, if we conſid er, 
Laſth, its Recommendation from the tran- 
ſcendent Excellence of bis Doctrine: For, as 


* Jobn iv. 50, 51. 1 Luke viii. 47. 
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be lived, ſo he taught as never any before: 
We do not find him, like the Scribes, inſiſt. 
ing on thoſe jejune, unedifying Topicks, 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law: 

But the moſt important and ſubſtantial Du- 
tres of Piety and Vertue, enforced by Con- 
ſiderations tending to purify and ſpiritual- 
lige our Nature, to raiſe and refine its 
Taſte. 

H did not, like them, teach as an Ex- 
pounder of the Law, guided by Traditt- 
ons from the Antients ; but as a Law-giver, 
in a Stile of Authority inherent in his own 
Perſon, and which even Moſes never arro- 
gated to himfelt ; But what, as to him, was 
undeniably demonſtrated, not. only by the 
publick Exerciſe of a divine Power (as 1s 
above expreſſed) but by the Character un- 
der which he appeared. (Moſes, according 


to the Apoſtle, being faithful in all God's 


Houſe as d Servant ; but Chriſt as a Son over 
his own Houſe.) So that it is no Wonder, 
what the Evangeliſty tells us, that the Pec- 
ple were aſtoniſhed at it. | 

AND undoubtedly it may juſtly be con- 
ſidered, as of mighty influence to enforce 


* Heb. iii. 5, 6. 
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the Example of a Treacher, ſo illuſtriouſſy 
diſtinguiſhed ; to make it reverentially ob- 

ſerved, and give it, as well as his Precepts, 
the Power of a Law ; having theſe pecu- 
liar Advantages, that the infinite Dignity of 
his Perſon, makes the Imitation of him moſt 
highly honourable, and his Authority ren- 
ders it Neceſſary. | 


* 
* 
« 


/ 
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1 add upon the whole, in eden to 
this Head ; that whereas the moſt eminent 
and beſt Examples the World has otherwiſe 
afforded us, are to be followed with Cau- 
tion and Reſervedneſs, leaſt, in ſome re- 
ſpect or other, we be drawn into Errors b 
that of our blefled Lord was, as an Univer- 
ſal, ſo a ſafe Pattern, every way perfect, 
without Taint or Alloy of Infirmity. 

He had Humility without either conceal'd 
8 Pride, or Meanneis and Dejection of Spirit; 
He had Contempt of the World, without 
any preciſe affected Auſterity; Innocence 
without Weakneſs; fervent Zeal without 
intemperate Paſſion ; Steadineſs and Reſo- 
lation without peremptory Stiffneſs, or hu- 
mourſome Self-conceit : He had Wiſdom 
without Cunning ; ;  Meetneſs and Patience 

without 


4 . 


| | 20 
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without Cowatdice or Stupidity ; : a Conduct 


ſtrictly ſevere without ſupercilious Moroſe. 


neſs; Beneficence without noiſy Oſtentation; 
Piety abſtracted and ſeraphick, but never 


evaporating in rapturous Enthuſiaſm. His 


Virtues were ſplendid without Vanity, He: 


roical without any thing of Tranſport; ; and 
every way Extraordinary ; yet well poiſed 
and regular, without Tincture of Extrava. 


gance. 


Sic ille Manus, fic ora. 


IN a Word, his Example was adorned 


with Excellencies moſt highly worthy our 


Imitation, and tempered with Complian- 
ces moſt attractively encouraging it. 
Now ſince his whole Life, as well as 


Doctrine, was the directeſt Contradiction 


poſſible, a pointed Rebuke to the falſe 


Conceptions and vicious Practices of Man- 


kind: And ſince it is certain, Examples are 
of far greater Force than Precepts, and no 
Example could be ſo influential, unleſs 
there could have been a Perſon of equal 
Dignity and Authority, appointed by the 
Father, to aſſume our Nature in order to 

that 
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in Auſcber, &c. II 
that great End; or who could have endear- 
ed himſelf to us by equal Benefits, and ſo 
have-2s juſtly claimed a moſt devoted Ob- 
ſervance : It is evident, God has in this 
great Tranſaction, taken the moſt effectual 
Method in this reſpect. alſo, to reform the 
World, and what, as far as we can con- 
ceive, could not have been, taken to that 
Advantage any other way; ſo as wittr equal 
Force to addreſs, it ſelf to every Paſſion, and 
actuate all the moſt vigorous Principles of 
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A nite Wiſdom, as well as Goodneſs of 
this wonderful Diſpenſation, and the impor- 
tant Reaſons that gave Birth to it, even an- 
tecedent to the Fall it ſelf, ſhine forth and 


are demonſtrated with le both to God 
and Man. 8 . | 


AN d, Fi, With . to n He 
having endowed the rational Inhabitants of 
Heaven and Earth, with Faculties capable 
of contemplating his Excellencies and Per- 
fectiom, and worſhipping and ſerving him 
in ſo worthy and acceptable a manner, as 
225 his being highly honoured, to anſwer the 
End of their Creation: That they might, 
accordingly, anſwer it, and their Power: tion, 
| : not 149, 


Tos 35 1 3 
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dot lie dormant and uſeleks as to che nobleſſ 
and moſt delightful Exerciſe of them, the 
Dignity of their Nature had made them ga. 
pable of; it was neceſſary that the Tri- 
bute of their Worſhip: and Service, preſent, 
ed daily before his Throne, ſhould, be of- 
tered in a Way the moſt perfect and excel. 5 
n it could poſſibly be raiſed to. 

A wi effectually to enable and excite 
em to this; it was farther. neceſſary, 


that his ben Viſdom, Power, Goodneſs, 


Juſtice, Mercy, Love, Purity; Majeſty, Holi- 
neſs, with whatever other glorious Attri- 
bute he has, ſhould be made known, and 
demonſtrated to them, in ſuch a Manner, 
as to make the moſt laſting and influential 
Impreſſion upon their Minds; and ſo ſtrain 
them up to the moſt exalted Thoughts of, 
and ſeraphical Devotion to him, which was 
to be done, not by Force of the Ideas he 


had ſtampt upon their Nature, or even by 


leaving it upon: their Faith, to believe his 
Declarations of himſelf; but by ſenſible and 
moſt ſurprizing Convictions from his Works, 
A p this, how effectually it has been 
accompliſhed in this wonderful Diſpenſa- 
tion, we have endeavoured to make appear, 
R 2 in 


124 Diſſertution 
in his permitting” Man to fall into Sin; and 
then executing ſuch an amazing Scheme for 


his Redemption; as to ſhew forth; to their 


View, the Glories of his Nature in the n 
ner we have here deſcribed. | 

AAN, Sccondly, with 3 to Mar. 
Lind; God having made them free Agents, 
(leaving, conſequently, the Iſſues of their 
endleſs Happineſs or Miſery to their own 
Conduct) and of ſuch a Compound Nature, 
and in ſuch hazardous Circumſtances, as put 
them under a Neceſſity of reſtleſs Vigilance, 
and perpetual Conteſts, and ſtruggling to 
guard their Innocence: They would gene- 


rally have been plunged into remedileſs Mi- 


ſery, had his Juſtice made à peremptory 
Challenge, and ſo concluded each upon his 
firſt Tranſgreſſion; whereby the important 
Deſign of 'their Creation, his being honoured 
and Glorified by their Serwice; and their at- 
taining; conſequently, to Happineſs,, would 
have been almoſt entirely defeated. Where- 
fore it was the Narutalo (L had almoſt {aid 
Necellary) Determination ot his infinite Wiſ- 

dom, as well as Goodnels,' Mercy and Love. 
 Firk, To accept and ſubſtitute. ſuch a 
precious and coſtly Saprijices, as might be a 
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full, — ſtanding Satisfaction (from 
the earlieſt Off. ſpring of the Infant World, 


to the deſcending Succeſſion of its lateſt. pe · 


riods) in behalf of all Sinners within the 
Conditions of that Acceptance; whereby be- 
ing ſcreened from Juſtice, they might be 
indulged, the ineſtimable Privilege of Re- 
pentance,and Opportunities of After-wiſdom ; 
ſo as upon. their Experience of the Iſſues of 
Good and Euil, and the rational Convittions 


conſequent upon. it, to be influenced into a 
Suljection and Obedience, deliberate and 
truly Voluntary, and ſo both more honour- 
able to their Almighty Sovereign, and more 
becoming the Dignity, of Fey own Nas 


ture. 


dulgence of Repentance with. ſuch dreadful 
Severity, that inſtead of animating to Pre- 
umpt ion in Sin, it creates naturally, ſuch 
ſhocking Horror, as drives Men, with trem- 
bling, to take Sanctuary in the Arms of 
that Mercy, purchaſed by Means of it. 


Fox in that his Fuſtice could be appeaſed 
by no leſs valuable Sacrifice, than that ot his 
own Eternal Son; he has expreſſed the moſt 

f>midable Hatred, and wrathful * 
ſicx 
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nn againſt Sinners that he could poſſibly 
0: Such as loudly pr roclaims un. relenting 
4 Vengeance upon mee not inte- 

reſted in that great Atonement. 

"Wirn b admirable V'Viſdom has he 
adjuſted this 9 lorious' Muanifeſtation of him. 
ſelf, that his Mercy, Goodneſs and Lowe, in- 
Head of eclipſing, highly illuſtrate the aw. 
ful Idea of his 55 uſtice Purity and Holineſs. 

Fo as to all others who by Repentance 
and Reformation, are entitled to the in- 
eſtimable Benefit of Remiſſion of Sins; they 
are alſo by this Means, moſt powerfully 
influenced, after lapfi ing into it, to riſe with 
more ſteady ' and” vigorous Reſolutions, en- 
forced by the Dread of the Evil of it: 
And fo gradually to form and refine them- 
| ſelyes into an habitual Reliſh of Virtue 
and Piety; working out their Sal vation, not 
barely with Fear and Trembling, but ſuch 
a filial Love, 45 advances them, at length, 
into a Capacity of worſhiping and ſerving 
him in fuch an acceptable Way, as by his 
being greatly henoured, to promote, in Pro- 
portion, their own Hare, 
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End pointed at in this great, Tranſattion : 


For the univerſal Tribute of Adoration 


and Thankſgiving, which aſcends daily 
before his Throne, in the united Praiſes and 
Acclamations of his Creatures, does not 
any Way profit, or make Addition 
to him; yet it is highly pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable before him, becauſe, by (expreſ- 
ſing their grateful Senſe of former Vouch- 
ſalements) it naturally qualifies them for far- 
2 Emanations of his Boungy, and Good- 
NejsS 17 

As the: Fullneſs. ns to ihe Divine 
N is too ſecure to ſuffer Diminutiom; 
ſo it admits not from Eternity any poſſi- 
bility of Encreaſe ; rais d far above the 
Reach, either of Kindneſs and Benefit 
from the Good, or Damage from the 
Malice and Blaſphemies of the Wicked; 
He has a Source of infinite H appineſs, 
| vey from the lovely I of his own 
Perfection. 
So that whatever Hab 1 Gee! the 
Creation redounded to him, from the 
moſt devoted Piet); the moſt exalted ac- 
307 ceptable 


A Diſſertation 
ceptable Worſhip here below, or the joint 
funeful Hallelnjais of the Heavenly Hoſt, 


can be no otherwiſe regarded | in his Sight, 


than as gradually preparing them for their 
more clear and extenſive Perceptions of 


him; and his nearer, and more familiar 


Communications of himſelf, in which the 
moſt exqullite Felicity confiſts, that Gea. 
ture can aſpire to-. 

"THE higher Degrees of Perfection they 
attain, he 'is the more Honoured, and 
therefore ac ceptably ; becauſe their Hap- 
pineſs is advanced by it: In that they 
are animated by the utmoſt poſſible Imi- 
ration of him, to imprint gradually on 


their own Natures: thoſe tranſcendent Ex- 


cellencies which they adniite and adore 1 in 
Thr. 7 


An p we may here obſerve, by a 
Way, that what has been noted 
Reference to this, guides us naturally to 


account for the Reaſon of his Vouchſafe- 


ment in uſing the Miniſtry of Angels, as 


Inſtruments of his Providence 1 in this lower 
. World. 


For 
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Degrees of Knowledge,” and conſequently 
a. more. fervent Love of, and ſeraphical 
| Devotion to him: And thereby to the Ac- 


in Anſcver, * 129 


FOR though his Power of Acting is 
ſuch, that he can immediately by him- 
ſelf, and in a Moment, effect whatever 
pleaſeth him in Heaven and Earth, and 
ſteer all Afairt, and Tranſactions in both, 
ſolely by an Act of his own Will. Yet he 
condeſcends to Honour that higheſt Order 
ot his Creatures with his Commands, and 
in their reſpeQive Degrees and Capacities 
accepts their Service, not for his own Eaſe, 
but the increaſe of their Happineſs : In 
that they are thereby made farther ca- 
pable of his Favarr; as alſo of contem- 
plating, at a nearer View, the glorious 
Dijpenſations « of his Wiſdom and e 


C 


Bur to return, and 1 this Point; 


ſince he has bed the rational Creation 


in Heaven and Earth, by Manifeſtations 
of his moſt adorable Apen in the 
Manner ſpecified above, to raiſe them- 
ſelves to. far higher, and more extenſive 


quiſition of far greater Happineſs, than 
they could otherwiſe have attained : It 
S . 2 
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is very plain, that it was his amazing 


Love and Goodneſs. to which his infinite 
Wi bw has been ſo ſutprizingly ſubſer- 


Vient in projecting the Plan of this Won 


derful Diſpenſalion. bat a { 
So that as the moſt 1 Ideas, PE 


bigheſt Strains; of: Admir ation We can reach; 


and the, moſt, exalted Praiſes the ſtinted 
cregping Capacities of Mortality can riſe 
to, fall incomparably ſhort of what is due 


| to bis ae e and "Src 
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ded Fe eee E thoſe 3 
Sums, in which we ſtand; indebted; for his 
tranſcendent Mercy and Crooaneſs, and All- 

mighty Lowe manifeſted in this Sg * 
len ofen Redenpt uns 26 

Ap, upon the whole, it is, ennie 
demontratively. evident, that ſnould we 


ſuppoſe, what has been aſſerted by ſome 


(but neither has, nor ever can be proud) 


that Sinners might have been received to 
Mercy, and Pardon d frech, or at leaſt upon 
other Terms :- Let as we ſee the Scheme f. pe- 


ified above, has been GE nnn lo 
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it appears every way worthy of God, che 
reſult ot infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and 
ſuch an amatin ꝑ Manifeſtation of every other 
the moſt reſplendent and adorable Attribute 
of the divine Nature, as infinitely to ag- 
grandize the Idea of his Sovereignty, and ſet 
forth, and m agnify his Gly to the view of 
the whole rational Creation in fuch a matmer, 
as could hot have been done to that Ad- 
vantage any other warb dig 
Bur more perticulapby with. regard to 
the ineſtimable Benefit: to Mankind æriſing 
from it, it may here certainly much rather be 
demanded, than once of the: Children of If 


val, by the Prophet: Mbat chula God 


have done inore for his. Vineyard. that he has 
not done in it? which makes lit the more 
exceedingly ſurprizing, that it ſhould ſo ge- 
nerally have brought Jorth wild 1 And 
more eſpecially, 1 

Firſt, THAT a very great part wy Ms 
Chriſtian World ſhould have been moſt 
deplorably corrupted by à Generation or 
Men, ſo abandoned of all Grace and Good. 
neſs, ſuch abje& Wretches as to proſtitute 
this moſt ſtupendouſly holy, and venerable 


* Ja. uv. 4. | we, 
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132 Diſfertatiun 
I nſtitution to ſecular Ends: Nay, ſo entirely 
bereſt even of common Modeſty, as to form 
and impoſe new Schemes of Doctrine, and 
even Articles of Faith, ſuited to low ſordid 
Projects for blinding and fleecing the Laity 
of their Communion thereby to raiſe Weak 
and Honour to themſelves. + .. 
Wu we reflect on Fe en der 
nge and important Iſſues of this moſt fo b 
glorious Diſpenſation, it ſeemsſhockingand | big} 
monſtrous, that any ſort of Men baptized | thro 
into the Faith and Covenants of it, of how | but 
invincible a Forehead: ſoever, ſhould be har- Scar 
den d up into ſuch ftaring Prophanations: tans 
Conſidering eſpecially that dreadful Anathe- eve! 
ma St. Paul has denounced againſt all the! 
fach; who dare advance and impoſe any] Go 
Article of Belief or Practice, as Neceſlary to whi 
Salvation, not originally taught by him. | 8 
(Which is demonſtratively the plain import] has 
of the Text) Where the Nch Spirit, by put. ten 
ting the Caſe as high as poſſible, pronoun- by 
cing that Apcſile, or even Angel, Accurſed,ſ| tur 
who ſhould : ever preſume: upon any ſuch the 
Mages! has! in mercy to the Church, \Buarded * 


joy 
a cn. b 8, > 9: Explained by 45 xv. | —_— 


its Lines (as inight well be thought) with 
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an impregnable Ftrtreſs, againſt thoſe 
mlolent Pretences to Hfallibilit;, which he 


n W be fet up _ countenanes 


it. 
3] aire: it is __ cranial chat this 


Myſtery of Iniquity, having neſted-itfelf un- 


der the Wings of ſecular Sovereignty, and 


ſo been working, for ſeveral Ages, with an 


high Hand, has not only diffuſed its Poyſon 
hatch a vaſt Extent: inthe Chriſtian World, 


but been the fatal | Occaſion, by flagrant 
Scandal; of hardening Jets and Mabom 
tant, in their Opppoſition to the Faith, and 
even encouraging Heat bent in Idolatry, and 
thereby of checking the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel,” and blaſpheming the _ NO oy 


which we are' called, 


So that, whereas it ene ben whay 


| has been Gi how effectually that firſt At- 


tempt of Satan upon our Firſt Parents was, 
by the infinite Viſdom and Goodueſi of God, 
turned exceedingly to his own Glory and 
the Advantage of Mankind ; theſe Men may 


very juſtly be ſaid to have too ſucceſsfully : 
0 Af in with his malicious Subtilty 
on 


in the 
After gane he has now left him, the 
 Evacuating) 
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eyacuating, much as poſſible, the bleſſed 
Influence of this. moſt glorious Diſpenſation, 
Since therefore they are Inſiraments ſo faith. 
fully and ſuccefsfully induſtrious in his Ser- 
vice, it is but meet aue ſnhould finally re. 
ceive their Wagen fr om him. / But as theſe 
adulterate the Faith by ſpurious and unwar- 
rantable: Additions, ſo it is farther . 
r el t 20154 

"Secondly, Ax ö equally to be. gd 
| that there ſhould be others, on the contra- 
„who with zealous Sophiſtry, by expoun- 
ing away the natural, obvious Senſe of 
Scripture, attempt our Saviours Divinity, 
and with it, conſequently, his Satisfaction ; 
and ſo to evacuate, at once, all that is Fez 
deral in the. Chriſtian Religion, and ſap! the 
very Foundations of it: That when it is fo 
very evident, that the true-uſe of Reaſon in 
_ Believing, with regard to Divine 7ruths, 
conſiſts not in exa mining the natural 


Gedibility of the Obje ct, but the Certainty ot 


the Revelation: (Which when once ſatis- 
fyd of, we have no more to do but readily 
believe.) That, I ſay, this being ſo very 
evident, there Mould be any, on the other 


Ade, who * that nothin g is revealed 
which 
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which they cannot Comprehend ; and that 
therefore no Scripizere is to be interpreted 
to ſuch a Senſe: Since thereby they muſt 
make. their own Reaſon: the? Rule of their 
Faith, and even the Meaſure f Truth too: 
Becauſe, otherwiſe; a Thing's being Icom. 
prebenſible can be no concluding Argument 
for its not being True; or conſequently, 

againſt their Belief of it. They muſt, Iay, 
in Effect aſſert, that there is nothing in the 
whole Latitude of &ienc-, Natural or Di- 
vine, no intelligible Object, that their Facwul 
tier are incommenſurate to: Which is a Bla- 
phemous Arrogance infinitely: dangerous for 
any Mortal to entertain a Thought of; 
ſince he who thus makes himſelf a Gd in 
this World, OP ann wok a Dov 
in Yee: Next. be 105 

B ur fic mene Determinats 

did, with reference to divine Myſteries, 
are the more :ſurprizingly - unaccountable, 
and even ridiculous, when theſe aſpiring . 
Reaſoners find themſelves every Day gra- 
velled with inextricable - Difficulties in the 
ſearch of Nature, of which they have Ade- 
quate Ideas: And particularly with regard 
o Maren ion, Tg: and m—_— (to ware # 0 
other 


— 
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other Inſtances) Propoſitions are wrought 
out, which baffle Thought, and dale the 


e with ſeeming Inconſiſtencies, 


Ax fince God may be thought, in Mercy, 
to have ordered this, to humble and morti- 
fy the Mind of Man, for the more ſubmiſ- 


five reception of Divine Truths; it is, I 


ſay, the more ſurprizing, and to be lamen- 
ted; that theſe Men, unreclaimed by ſuch 
All- wiſe providential Diſcipline, ſhould: aſ- 
ſume to themſelves, even to determine 

poſitively concerning the very Nature of 
God, when thusnotorioully and confeſſedly 
unable to comprehend: his-}orks; that they 


ſhould take upon them to deny the poſſible 


Exiſtence of Three diftin& Perſont in the 
Unity of the divine Efjente, becauſe they 
cannot adjuſt and clear it up to their oven 
Reaſon : As tho the Principles of Indivi- 
duation in the ' divine Nature, were the 


proper b ee Object of Human Specu- : 


lation. 


claſton, groundleſs as it is, as to attempt 


its Support at no leſs Expence, than the 
4 degrading our ul into a Creature, and 
dilowning 


12110 


Bur. it is, of all, oſt aſtoniſhing, that : 
they. ſhould lay ſuch Weight upon this Con- 


a 


— 17“ 


3 
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diſowning his :Satisfattion, as. uſelels and 
even invonſiſtent. An innocent Perſon's. 

kreening and indemnifying | the Guilty by 
his Sufferings, is what they cannot reliſh : 

And it is unjuſt, they ſay, in the nature of 
the Thing, to puniſh one for the Sins 
of another: Though they allow a Man 
may be juſtly bound, by his own voluntary 
AR, to pay another's Debt; and thereby 
bring upon himſelf, Hunger and Naked- 
neſs, which are bodily Pains, and equally 
Puniſhments with Scourging and Crucifixion. 
Beſides, they cannot apprehend, there is 
any Neceſlity that God ſhould make good 
his Threatnings, or enforce the Sanffions of 
his Laws: - But that he may pardon freely 
without any Sacrifice offered to his Juſtice; 
contrary, as we oblerved above, to the na- 

tural Senſe and Notion of Mankind. 
Alu that I ſhall add, with reference to theſe 
Gentlemen, is to beſeech them in the Fear 
of God, to conſider calmly and ſeriouſſy; 
Are they content to ſtake their everlaſting 
Intereſt upon this Aſſertion * ſince they may 


aſſure. themſelves, that in Caſe, after all 


that infinite unerring Wi iſdom, which mov 
him to enact Laws, ſhould. ſteadily and 
We 1. 1 


1 
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inexorably Abett his Juſtice in puniſhing 
Tranſgreſſors; it will be a dreadful Diſap- 
pointment for them, to find that Saviour 
neceſſary, whom they thus daringly re- 


nounce, to ſecond the Sallier of their over- 
curious and V venturous Reaſon. 


Bor, Thirdly,. It is, ans all, amazing 
te conſider, that, tho' God in this wonder- 
ful Diſpenſation, hath fo ſet forth himſelf, 
both by his Word and his Works, as to act 
with the utmoſt poſſible Force upon all the 


Powers of rational Nature; there ſhould 


yet be any ſo unhappily deluded by the 
Wiles of Satan, as to be blind, to the infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and other tran- 
ſcendent Excellencies and Perfections, ſhi- 
ning forth in it: That there ſhould be any, 
who ſhunning this Meridian Light of re. 
vealed Trath, make it their Choice to 
grope in the Darkneſs and Obſcurity of 
Natural Religion. Since, tho, by the in- 
finite Mercy of God in Chriſt, it guides 
thoſe to Happineſs, who, deſtitute of all 


farther Means of Inſtruction, are under a 
Cloud of Javincible Ignorance, as uncapable 


of „* in bim of whom they have nt 
beard : 


gener 


whon 


heard: Vet to ſuch, who truſting wholly to 
it, harden their Hearts, and ſtop their 
Ears againſt the Knowledge of Him, when 
actually tendered and laid open to them, it 
will prove the Savour of Death unto: Death, 
and inevitably aſcertain, and highly 288 
vate their Condemnation. 

In which, alſo he will, one Day, maſt 


| ondoultadly juſtify himſelf at that great and 


general Convention of his Creatures, the 
rational Inhabitants of Heaven and Earth; 
whom he did not create with Deſign that 
any of them ſhould be Miſerable: Their 
Guilt and the Doom conſequent upon it- 
have been the Reſult of their own Choice. 


| In A RI all with competent Pow- 
ers and Faculties, for their Direction; and 


aiding them with ſufficient Grace to at- 


tain Happineſs, if not wanting to their 


own Intereſt, he has diſcharged the Part 


of a juſt and faithful Geator, and is not 
accountable for the Miſery that any will- 
fully bring upon themſelves: Who there- 
fore when (as I obſerved above) he ſhall 
Demand at that great Day, as once by his 


ue Ezekiel; * NOT MY WAY E. 


OUAL 
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QUAL. ? Will ſtand e as fa con- 
rep angie 


* Tis 0 en and abſurd to 
Amagin that, as an Univerſal and All-migh- 
=. Soureizir, he ſhould have debarr d him- 
ſelf the Liberty of creating Subjects and 
Vaſſals to do him Honour and Service, and 
given Being to none, on account of his Fore- 
knowledge of the ireclaimable Diſobedi- 
ence and willful Miſery of ſome. Neither 
can he be ſuppoſed reſtrain'd.' from it by 
bis infinite Goodneſs ; which diſplays it ſelf 
-demonſtratively in raiſing them from Non- 
ve into a Capacity of being eternal- 
Z Happy And, as on the one ſide, it ſhines 
orth in the Reward of thoſe who make a 
wiſe and induftrious Uſe of that his ineſti- 
' mable Benefit ; fo on the other, it is abun- 
dajitly vindicated in its primary Intention, 
that all ſhould ratably conform S 
io as not to come ſhort of it. 
Por it triumph” s above all, and in 


Conjunction with his infinite Wi iſdom, in 


that, whereas he foreſaw from Eternity, 
that Man would fall into Sin, he deter- 


min'd to permit it; as lor other weighty 


Reaſons ariſing trom the Nature and Com- 


plexion of the Being he deſigned him; 
ſo more eſpecially (what, my preſent Sub- | 


ject determines me to ſpecify.) | 

. 1. That he might thereby open a Way (as 
has been ſhewn above) for accepting the Re- 
pentance of Sinners, and indulging them 
the ineſtimable Benefit ot Mercy and Par- 
_ after repeated and even habitual Pro- 


A5 Secondh, - bans othervaie he 


r not have been honour'd and wor- 
ſhip'd in ſo worthy and acceptable a 
er by his good and faithful Ser- 
vants; nor would they have attain d in 
any Degree fo great an Happineſt as the 
Dignity of their Nature had made them 


capable ot: Since I conceive I have plainly 


ſhewn, that he could not have been na- 
niſeſted to them any other Way to fo 


great Advantage as he has been by his ? 


taking Occaſion from the Sin of Man; 


With an amazing Reach of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, perfecting the Deſign, of his Ce- 
ation, even by means of his e. 


4 
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a Dans upon the whole, that whereas, 
the excellent (a) Commentator on Epictetus, 
in his Diſquiſition concerning the Origine of 
Evil, has bſer vd, that God-doth not - all 
elaſe that Averſion from good, which ir in the 
Soul ohen it Sint; but only gave ſuch a Power 
to the Soul, hereby it might turn it ſelf 
10 Evil; (and then adds) out of which 
God might afterwards produce ſo much 
Good as 5 not otherwiſe have been with 
bin it: 1 ſay, in Reference to this his laſt 
Remark, 1 would earneſtly recommend it 


(as of Service to ſuch who labour under 


Prejudices againſt reveal'd Religion) to be 
duly conſidet'd, that God has actually 
produced the Effect the Philoſopher here 
__ With Regard to that firſt Aver- 

on of the Soul! ng good in the Perlon of 
"Alam, which brought Sin into the World: 
He having ſo turn d it, by means of its be- 
neficial Conſ equences, as to become moſt 
_ eminently ſubſervient, both to his own 
\ Glory, and the Advantage and Happineſi 
of Mankind. And that he has alſo thereby, 
in great Meaſure, ſuperſeded that puzzling 


(a) Simplicius. 


Nueſtion, 
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gine of Evil, is ſo far from caſting any 
Shadow of Tmputation on his moſt Holy 


| and. glorious. Atiributes; that on the con- 


trary it was an Aer every Way worthy his 
infinite Wiſdom. and Goodneſs, and what 
merits the Praiſes, and Thankſgivings of 
Mankind, as having open'd a Way, by _ 
what he brought to paſs upon it, for the 
 indennifying them univerſally from the irre- 


trievably fatal Conſequences of the like Aver= _ 


ſions or Abuſes for the Future. And more 
over, render d them, upon our Lord's Ma- 
nifeſtation in the Fleſh, capable of riſing 


to far greater Happineſs, than they. would | 


probably have been, had not only Adam, 
but they themſelves alſo continued In- : 
en. | 


C 


1 1 
Geli, which 05 ne thet = Thos EL 
of. the Inquiſitive, in almoſt all Ages. 
Since his permit ting that Awerſim in Man 
from Good, or Abuſe of his natural Liberty, 
which was the firſt Introduction, or Ori- e 
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